RWB flop 
pages 8-9 


Trade union 
anti-BNP 
campaign 
pages 14-17 


suPcouncitor How BNP supporters are playing a central 
pagea a role in attempts to whip up racial tension 


4 Well connected Tom Woodson examines the claims of 
the English Defence League 


6 Hooligans disunited Nick Lowles looks at the mixed 
relationships between hooligan gangs and far-right parties 


8 Nobeer, no bands, no fun Gerry Gable reports on this 
year’s Red, White and Blue festival 


20 BNP councillor refuses to explain outrageous lie 
Sonia Gable looks at how Paul Golding lied about a BNP criminal 


4 People power forces hooligan ban Nick Lowles on how an 
online campaign got an England Defence League march banned 


10 BNP shuffles pack to reinvigorate region 
David Williams reports latest developments in West Midlands BNP 


11 “Cash strapped” BNP fails to deliver accounts 
Sonia Gable on the BNP’s current financial problems 


18 The real picture Matthew Collins reports on the 
HOPE not hate Cup 


21 Council Watch Loughton BNP promotes Islamophobia; 
Balls from Barnbrook; Another nazi BNP councillor 


22 Silly season blues Matthew Collins reports the news 
from the blogs 


23 Home news BNP weapons importer convicted; Solidarity 
complaints rejected 


Thecampalganite 
and the future 


@ The growth of the BNP and the 
democratic deficit 


An open debate about whether 
constitutional reform can reduce the 
causes of the growth of the BNP 


@ 2010 strategy 


sier-1celplite|aimeoleialiarcry|ene-]en) ey-](e janie) s 
the year ahead 


www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Campaigning 


12 Activists’ corner Key by-elections pose test; National 
Weekend of Action; New leaflet out; Freshers’ pack out soon; 
Organisers’ Academy under way 


14 Where now for the union anti-BNP campaign 
Nick Lowles reflects on the lessons from the European 
elections and suggests ways forward 


16 Organising union members Sarah Kavanagh explains 
the PCS Make Your Vote Count campaign 


17 Community unionism John Page explains how 
Hackney TUC led a community-orientated campaign 


24 Book review Blood and Politics reviewed by 
Devin Burghart 


26 Russia Fascist murder trial resumes, by Ulyana Bobrova 
26 Slovakia Anti-Roma protesters arrested 


27 Hungary Anti-Roma violence spirals out of control, 
by Dave Williams 


28 Belgium VB councillor dreams of a Flemish IRA, 
by Wim Haelsterman 


28 Germany Leading NPD man charged 
29 Germany NPD set to prevail in DVU split, by Jens Breuer 


30 Russia Predicting the past again in vogue, 
by Mara Vladimirova 


30 Netherlands Freedom Party’s summer inquisition, 
by Jeroen Bosch 


32 Moldova Extremists interfere in political turmoil, 
by a special correspondent in Chisinau 


33 Czech Republic Nazis no threat 


33 Italy Released terrorists maintain silence over P2 links, 


by Alfio Bernabei 


li 
Sea 


u would like to subscribe to 


you 
archlight, please turn to page 23 


Their lies, our strength 


BNP leader Nick Griffin went on air last month 
to distance the BNP from the hooligan protests. 
As usual what he did not admit was that many of 
the leading figures in the Luton protest are 
BNP supporters. Just like Oldham in 2001, 
Griffin denied responsibility while his own 
followers were inciting hatred and violence. 

When the English Defence League 
announced its intention to hold a protest in 
Luton we were faced with two options. We could 
have called a counter-protest and mobilised the 
local community and anti-fascists to occupy 
the streets or we could call on the authorities to 
ban the march. 

In normal circumstances we would have 
preferred the first option. Mobilising 
communities can be an empowering process but 
these are not ordinary times and the stakes are 
too high. There was a very serious risk of major 
disorder in Luton if the march had gone ahead — 
be it from the hooligans and fascists or the local 
community, which quite understandably wanted 
to defend its neighbourhoods. 

We decided that any disorder would have been 
a disaster. It would have driven a firm wedge 
between communities in Luton and also had 
national ramifications. With the strength of the 
BNP and Islamophobia it is trouble we could 
least afford. 

Anti-fascists must accept that we too have a 
responsibility to the people we claim to 
represent. Yes the fascists must be challenged 
wherever they raise their heads but it is also 
important that we are sensitive to the con- 
sequences of our actions. Stopping the fascists 
holding a meeting is pointless if we then have to 
endure three days of adverse publicity which 
leaves local people — the very people we want to 
keep away from the BNP — feeling sympathy 
for them. Likewise, burning the Union Jack 
in a city centre is hardly likely to win over 
ordinary shoppers. 

It was precisely because of our concerns over 
the consequences of a march that we called 
for the protest to be banned. However, the 
manner in which we did it mobilised and 
empowered people. The Home Office banned 
the march because of the actions of thousands 
of people who got involved in our campaign. 
Over the coming months the hooligans and BNP 
will again try to whip up hatred and division. 
They need to be opposed but in a responsible 
manner which gives thought to the consequences 
and empowers people along the way. ~= 
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PEOPLE POWER FORCES 
HOOLIGAN BAN 


Nick Lowles 


An attempted protest by rightwing football 
hooligans, BNP supporters and other Islamophobes in 
Luton has been banned by the Home Secretary after 
an online campaign initiated by HOPE not hate. 

The English Defence League had hoped to rally in 
the town on 19 September to coincide with a Luton 
home game against York City. The last time the EDL 
organised a march, violence followed. There were 
35 arrests as hooligans and racists rampaged through 
a predominately Muslim area of the town. 

With that area being very close to Luton’s football 
ground, further violence was likely. 

The HOPE not hate campaign sent out an email 
calling on its supporters to write to Alan Johnson, 
the Home Secretary, and Gillian Parker, the Chief 
Constable of Bedfordshire Police, asking for the 
rightwing event to be banned. A simple link allowed 
our supporters to dispatch emails to the pair. 

Within five minutes of our call, over 1,000 letters 
had been sent. Within an hour this had increased to 
5,000. By the end of the day our supporters had sent 
over 12,500 letters. 

The email campaign took hold, especially in Luton 
itself. Over 5,000 invitations to join the campaign 
were sent out by our existing supporters and a third 
responded by sending on letters themselves. 

It was a phenomenal success. Just over 40,000 of 
our supporters opened the email and in the end 
almost 15,000 actions were taken. On the back of its 
success, over £1,500 was raised to help us fight key 
council by-elections over the coming months. 

By the evening we had learnt that the Home Office 
not only had banned the EDL march but had ordered 
no political demonstrations or rallies in the town for 
three months. It turned out that the local council 
and police were also not keen on the EDL protest for 
fear of violence. 

The online campaign was a victory for the people of 
Luton and for common sense. Allowing extremists hell 
bent on confrontation to be allowed to whip up hatred 
and violence has no place in a democratic society. 

It also sends out a clear message to the hooligans 
and rightwing extremists that their actions will not be 
tolerated. This time it was Luton, but we will act 
swiftly to prevent them taking their hate to other 
towns if needed. 

The victory is also a further demonstration of the 
power of our online campaigning. That thousands of 
people will respond to a call within minutes shows what 
is possible when we get motivated and organised. 


Well cont 


English Defen 
remix —a fami 


By Tom Woodson 


t first glance the newly founded 
English Defence League (EDL) 
might appear to have its origins in 
the disturbances surrounding the 
parade of the Royal Anglian Regiment 
through Luton on 10 March this year. 
Indeed, Nick Griffin, the British National 
Party leader, was right for once when he 
identified the town as providing the 
organisational hub for the League's 
shambolic anti-Islam demonstrations. 

However, an investigation into the 
background of several high-profile EDL 
members shows that their activities are only 
the latest manifestation of a historical link 
between Luton Town football hooligans and 
far-right politics. 

EDL makes three claims very publicly: 
firstly, that they are very distinct from the 
BNP; secondly, they do not advocate 
violence; and thirdly that they are opposed 
to racism. There is clear evidence to show 
that these declarations do not stand up to 
examination. 


BNP links 

Leaked documents written by Barry 
Taylor, a former Milton Keynes BNP 
member, reveal that the hooligans — other- 
wise known as the MIGs (Men in Gear) - 
played a key role in the local BNP branch. 
According to Taylor: 

“A lot of the activism and support in 
Luton was due to the group of friends 
known as the MIGs. When Nick Griffin 
made a visit to our area in February 2007 the 
MIGs were not invited. Subsequently they 
discovered that they had been excluded 
from the guest list and were very 
disappointed. This was a very disrespectful 
way to treat our allies. The ‘loss of face’ that 
this caused for their leaders caused them to 
stop attending meetings and also prevented 
their campaigning on our behalf in Luton. 
These men had previously represented 
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Luton English Defence League activists 
Matt Unsworth (left) and Davy Cooling 


about 50% of the available workforce 
for Luton.” 

One of these MIG activists was Davy 
Cooling, who lived in Luton at the time 
although he has since moved to 
Daventry, where he works as a council 
driver. A fully-fledged BNP member, 
Cooling is now a key activist in 
the EDL Luton “division”. This is 
demonstrated by his status as 
administrator of the Luton division's 
Facebook group. Cooling still shows 
interest in the party, as shown by his 
posting on the Facebook site of the 
BNP’s 2009 Red, White and Blue 
Festival, which said: “I may attend, it 
will be my first one — what’s the score?” 

The positioning of a BNP member at 
the helm of the EDLs core division 
runs contrary to the League’s strenuous 
attempts to distance itself from far- 
right political parties. As far as Luton is 
concerned this was compromised very 
early on when a man arrested twice for 
using foul and abusive language during 
EDL demonstrations was revealed to be 
David Tull, a well known former 
National Front member. 


Promotion of violence 
The EDL makes great play of 
being innocent bystanders when 
violence kicks off at its demonstrations. 
Indeed, it put much of the blame for 
the disturbances at its Birmingham 
event of 8 August on the presence of 
Unite Against Fascism. However, the 
UAF has not been visibly present 
during the two disturbances in Luton, 
particularly the May event when 300 
EDL activists went on the rampage 
overturning cars, smashing windows 
and attacking passers-by. 

Sean Walsh, a Luton EDL activist, 
uses the EDL Luton division Facebook 


page to suggest some particularly 
dangerous tactics to use against the 
police when being hemmed-in. Walsh 
suggests: “if the police make a square 
surrounding you the protesters should 
all be in organised groups specializing in 
their strengths and weaknesses there 
should be a core of strong people (heavy 
infantry) with the ability to penetrate 
a weak point in polices defences with a 
wedge attack and create a opening 
and be able to hold the opening for the 
other protesters to break through 
the opening. Adaptability is the key.” 

Interestingly, Walsh is a signed-up 
member of the Bedfordshire BNP 
Facebook group. 


Promoting racism 

Matt Unsworth, a 19 year-old EDL 
member, made strenuous attempts to 
introduce a “cultural” dimension to the 
demonstration in Luton that was 
scheduled for 19 September before it 
was banned. He sought to secure the 
Leeds-based singer Anglo-Saxon to 
play a gig in Luton that evening, with a 
Facebook message that read: “Respect 
to you for sticking to what you believe 
in and I admire your work. You are a 
credit to soceity! [sic]. Also I might get 
you to come down to Luton for a show 
in September on the day of the protest if 
you are interested?” 

It is fortunate for Luton that Anglo 
Saxon was not available on that day, 
as the singer was arrested in 2007 for 
incitement to racial hatred for the lyrics 
of his song, This is England: 

Is this the land you want to leave 

to your children 

They bleed the state and ask 

for more... 

They took the passport, they 

took the pound 


And now they've bombed the 

underground. 

It is very hollow for the EDL to make 
banners bearing the slogan “black and 
white unite and fight” if at the same 
time they seek to promote artists who 
spread the creed of race hate. 

Unsworth attracted the attention of 
the national EDL leadership through 
his attempts to book Anglo-Saxon, in 
particular a shadowy character called 
EDL South, who clearly has a key role 
in the organisation. Soon after his 
encounter with EDL South, Unsworth 
created a new Facebook persona by 
the name of Luton English, separating 
his feverish political postings from 
the social chit-chat. No doubt he is 
following instructions from his new 
political masters. 


A tragic pair 

Peter Fehr, the BNP’s Luton organiser, 
often moans about the lack of activists 
and so, as for those who have gone 
before him, it is easy to see how 
attractive the MIGs must appear as a 
readymade street army. Like a moth 
drawn to the flame, Fehr retains a 
fascination for the rough and tumble of 
marches, banners and “well-directed 
boots and fists” that Griffin claims to 
have left behind. 

If you sign up to the MIGs though, 
you inherit all the baggage that comes 
with them and boundaries between the 
two organisations are becoming 
increasingly blurred. The EDL has 
the destructive street muscle but ill- 
defined politics. Luton BNP has the 
hate-inspired ideology but a handful 
of activists. 

It is our job to ensure that on the 
streets and through the ballot box we 
defeat both sides of the same coin. ~ 
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Hooligans disunited 


Nick Lowles reports on the mixed relationships 
between football hooligan gangs and the far-right parties. 


OVER THE PAST few months there 
have been a growing number of 
football hooligan-led mobilisations 
around the country. Luton might have 
captured the most headlines in recent 
weeks but there have been protests in 
Birmingham and East London, with 
future actions planned in west London 
and Manchester. 

Some commentators have dismis- 
sed these gatherings as fascist events. 
This is inaccurate and misunderstands 
the relationship between football 
hooligans, nationalism and fascism. 

As reported in last month's 


Searchlight there are a number of 
organisations currently active that 
derive from the hooligan world. 
The English Defence League (which 
was originally the English and Welsh 


Defence League), Casuals United, 
March for England and the SIOE. 

While there are undoubtedly fascists 
involved in these protests they owe 
more to the racist and nationalist 
mentality of hooligans than to any real 
fascist undertones. 

The British fascist right had _ its 
strongest influence on the hooligan 
scene during the mid-to-late 1970s. 
Racism was rife on the terraces and the 
revival of skinhead fashion and the 
birth of racist Oi music gave young 
violent working-class men a racist and 
political identity. 

By the early 1980s, this was on the 
wane, certainly within many of 
the gangs associated with larger city 
clubs. Changing football culture, the 
emergence of black players and 


probably most significantly the 
growing prominence of black football 
hooligans pushed the hardcore 
fascists out. 

Most gangs linked to London clubs, 
Cardiff, Birmingham, Manchester City 
and United, Leicester, Derby and the 
Sheffield clubs saw sizeable numbers 
of black hooligans emerge during 
the 1980s. 

There were of course exceptions. 
Leeds and Newcastle both had 
strong National Front influence 
within their mobs, as did many of 
the gangs linked to smaller clubs, 
where either there was little non- 
white population or there were 
deeply segregated communities 
and little Asian interest in profes- 
sional football. 


Chelsea was an enigma. No club has 
had such a long link to the far right - 
from the NF and British Movement of 
the 1970s to Combat 18 in the 1990s. 
And yet, despite this, they also had 
black hooligans and they were 
generally accepted. In fact, the one 
falling out that the Chelsea 
Headhunters had with Combat 18 was 
when the nazi activist Mark Atkinson 
left a threatening message on the 
windscreen of Big Willy, a leading 
black hooligan. 

The relationship between hooligans 
and fascists was even more fraught at 
Millwall, which will surprise many 
given that this was where the British 
National party had its first electoral 
breakthrough in a council by-election 
in 1993. Millwall has always had black 
hooligans. Even back in 1977 when 
Panorama documented the infamous 
Millwall “F-troop’, one of the central 
characters was a huge black hooligan 
called “Tiny”. 

In 1993, shortly after Derek 
Beackon’s election victory, Combat 18 
went round some of the Millwall pubs 
trying to recruit. They were given 
short shrift by the Millwall hooligans. 
To Millwall Combat 18 was too 
associated with Chelsea and they were 
also willing to accept anyone within 
their ranks as long as their loyalty was 
to southeast London and the club. 

A bigger clash between hooligans 
and fascists occurred in April 1994 
when England was set to play a 
“friendly” in the Olympic Stadium in 
Berlin on the anniversary of Hitler's 
birth. British and German fascists 
hoped to join together to attack a 
Turkish demonstration in the city the 
day before. Tony Covelle, the leader of 
the Chelsea Headhunters and seen by 
many as the most important hooligan 
on the England scene at the time, 
would not consider the idea. He was 
English and the Germans were their 
key enemy. 

Fortunately, the game was eventually 
cancelled after a campaign led by 
Searchlight and our German friends. 

Loyalism has always been a bigger 
unifier for British football hooligans. 
During the late 1980s and more 
importantly during the early 1990s 
loyalism became central to hooligan 
nationalist identity. The IRA was 
bringing its campaign to the British 
mainland and English hooligans 
heavily adopted the loyalist cause. 

In January 1993 over 600 people, 
including hooligans drawn from 22 
gangs around Britain, met to disrupt 
the annual Bloody Sunday march in 


central London. Their intention was 
later to travel to Kilburn, an area with 
a large Irish community, in an attempt 
to kick off trouble with local people. 
Only the intervention of police and the 
arrest of 396 hooligans and loyalists 
prevented this from occurring. 

The far right has never enjoyed 
this level of support. Hooligan gangs 
linked with Aston Villa, Oldham, 
Charlton, Swansea and Mansfield 
all had rightwing connections but 
they were easily the exception than 
the rule. 

In more recent years the rise of the 
BNP has been mirrored by a growth in 
political hooliganism. The Oldham 
riots stemmed from weeks of hooligan 
incursions into the predominantly 
Asian areas of the town. The first 
was when 450 Stoke City hooligans 
rampaged through Westwood a few 
days after the pensioner Walter 
Chamberlain had been attacked by 
four youths. 

Over the following few weeks 
Oldham hooligans, one of the most 
rightwing gangs in the country, were 
joined by small groups from Stockport, 
Shrewsbury and Huddersfield in a bid 
to whip up trouble. Eventually, on 26 
May 2001, the hooligans succeeded. 
After a day when 80 hooligans and 
nazis had been frustrated by police 
a group of ten hooligans ran down a 
predominantly Asian street attacking 
people and property in what a judge 
later said was the “trigger” for the 
Oldham riots. 

A week later the rightwing hooligans 
attempted to do it again, though this 
time they were stopped by Searchlight 
intelligence and police intervention. 

A week after that Oldham and 
Everton hooligans tried to link up with 
Combat 18 in an attempt to disrupt 
the England v Pakistan cricket match 
at Old Trafford. The plan had been for 
an Oldham hooligan to run onto the 
pitch during play and place a Combat 
18 flag in the middle of the wicket. 
The hope, according to Combat 18, 
was for maximum media attention 
and a violent reaction from the 
Pakistani supporters in the crowd. 
Once again the 40 thugs failed 
because of Searchlight intelligence. 

However, these incidents have been 
the exception. There is certainly a 
growing anti-Islamist feeling among 
many hooligans but this is probably 
just a reflection of attitudes in 
wider society. More hooligans are 
undoubtedly supporting the BNP but 
again this should not be of any great 
surprise given the growth of the fascist 


party in many parts of the country and 
the profile of the typical BNP voter. 
But this does not mean we are likely to 
witness an explosion of hooligan- 
based racial disorder. 

The appalling turnout of hooligans 
in Birmingham in early August is 
testament to this. In smallish towns 
such as Oldham and Luton a local 
incident can quite easily incite a 
violent response from thugs and 
racists. However, there is no sign that 
hooligans will properly mix together 
for a political cause. 

Football rivalry means that Watford 
hooligans, who might live only a few 
miles away, will never mix with their 
Luton counterparts and the return 
of the football season will refocus 
some hooligans on their traditional 
pastimes. In addition, heavy policing 
and the threat of arrest, football bans 
and possible prison will keep many 
away. It was interesting to witness the 
robust police response to an anti- 
Islam protest in East London in 
summer. Having been kettled for 
several hours and generally given a 
rough time, many of the hooligans 
who attended are hardly likely to 
come out again. 

Finally, there is the very nature of 
hooligans themselves. They are a 
generally undisciplined, lazy group 
who prefer drinking and talking a 
good fight to involving themselves 
in a_ political battle. And those 
who do will be nervous about the role 
of the BNP and other fascist groups. 
Even at Luton, where the heart of 
the current hooligan mobilisation 
has emerged, there are growing voices 
of discontent about the presence of 
the BNP. 

The organisers of the English 
Defence League and Casuals United 
have announced their intention to 
hold several more protests across the 
country, including in Manchester, 
Dewsbury and Bradford. Whether 
these go ahead remains to be seen but 
the dangers lie less in the big cities 
than in the smaller conurbations 
where tensions already exist. 

Hooligans will not travel in large 
numbers across the country and they 
will be even more put off by the threat 
of arrest and football bans. However, 
in places like Luton, Oldham and West 
Yorkshire there are more than enough 
people to cause trouble without the 
need for outsiders. With the prospect 
of vidlence and communities tearing 
each other apart very real, HOPE not 
hate will be campaigning to get these 
events banned. 
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his year’s British National Party 

Red, White and Blue festival, 

the tenth, was going to be the 

most successful ever, according 
to the party leadership. The reality was 
very different. 

Participation has varied but in recent 
years numbers have topped 1,000. 
Originally there were just a few tents, 
more recently there have been several 
marquees, fairground rides, helicopter 
flights, a professional fireworks display 
and the triumphant arrival of Nick 
Griffin, the party leader, in a Rolls Royce. 

Eyewitness accounts of this year’s 
event in Denby, Derbyshire, including 
from the police, BBC and Press 
Association, estimate attendance at a 
maximum of 800 over the weekend and 
around 450 on the Saturday, the main 
day of the festival. 

There were very few regional and 
branch stalls, no international displays, 
few overseas visitors, no live music, 

no fairground and helicopter rides, no 

fireworks and no beer tent, the latter 

a body blow to any BNP event. 

To add to the misery the main beam 

in the largest marquee developed a 

crack necessitating evacuation of the 

audience and subsequent sessions 
taking place outdoors up against the 

“truth truck” advertising lorry. 

Even before the festival opened on 


No beer, no 


Gerry Gable reports on this year’s Red, White and Blue festival 


Friday 14 August it had suffered a 
serious blow when Preston Wiginton, 
one of the world’s most notorious nazis 
and antisemites, was refused entry 
by immigration officers at Heathrow 
airport under laws to keep out 
“undesirables”. The US preacher of 
violence was to have been the festival’s 
star Overseas guest. 

Searchlight felt satisfaction that the 
Home Office had taken note of our 
exposé of Griffin’s close friend in 
December 2007. As Wiginton, complete 
with cowboy boots and Stetson hat, 
flew off into the sunset, Griffin was 
engaged in a last-minute effort to find 
a replacement. 

Rumours that Jean-Marie Le Pen, the 
veteran leader of the French National 
Front, was coming never held water, nor 
was his presence halted by protests. 
Marc Abramsson, the Swedish nazi 
leader and a regular RWB speaker, was 
already scheduled to be there. 

To the rescue came Griffin’s old 
political mentor and one-time business 
partner Roberto Fiore. A millionaire 
and convicted terrorist, Fiore had been 
an MEP for a short time after 
succeeding to the seat held by his ally 
Alessandra Mussolini when she was 
invited to join Silvio Berlusconi’s 
government in Italy. 

Fiore produced one of the few fun 


biti 


Nh 


ands, no fun 


Boredom, or inebriation, sets in 


moments at the event when Lawrence 
Rustem, the Anglo-Turkish Barking 
and Dagenham BNP councillor, had to 
bite his lip through a long attack on 
Turks and Muslims. 

It followed Griffin reminiscing about 
how in 1981 five people had changed the 
face of the National Front, then Britain’s 
main far-right party, and British politics. 
Apart from himself, Griffin named Joe 
Pearce, the twice-convicted NF youth 
leader; another man who was now dead, 
clearly a reference to Fiore’s business 
partner and fellow convicted terrorist 
Massimo Marcello, who died several 
years ago; and a person who he said was a 
sitting MP, we believe in Italy. 

Griffin said they had been the “Young 
Turks” of the movement but was 
interrupted by Fiore who wanted him to 
use the term “young lions”, no doubt 
inspired by Benito Mussolini, who said 
it was better to live one day as a lion 
than a lifetime as a lamb. Rustem was 
left looking very gloomy as Fiore abused 
the Turks for several minutes. 

Fiore is also fixated on abortion, 
marriage and unmarried mothers. He 
appears to have forgotten his early days 
in Britain on the run from the Italian 
justice authorities, when his mistress 
gave birth to his illegitimate daughter. 

The BNP shares his obsession, 
judging by a proposed motion to its 
annual conference from the London 
region, which calls for unmarried 
mothers aged under 21 to be placed in 
mother and baby homes, where they 
would be subject to a 9pm curfew and 
have to wear skirts “to at least the 
knees”. Failure to obey the rules would 
result in the mother being sent to prison 
and the baby being taken into care. 

Griffin also returned to his favourite 
themes of the English Civil War and his 
hero Oliver Cromwell. He then harked 
back to before England was a state, 
praising Alfred the Great for his 
resistance to the Danes: we were not even 
a country, nor did we have an army, but 
Alfred sent out his unarmed followers to 
steal weapons and carry out guerrilla 
warfare before overthrowing the invaders. 

He went on to speak about how the 
BNP would have to “fight back” against 


the attacks on the party by everyone, 
from the state down. 

Abramsson devoted much of his 
speech to complaints that his own 
party in Sweden was not united as a 
national body but that branches work 
very independently and often disagree 
about policies. 

Griffin was joined by his fellow MEP 
Andrew Brons for a question time 
session. Also on the panel were 
Jonathan Bowden, a popular speaker 
now back in the BNP after resigning in 
2007, Mark Collett, the party’s head of 
publicity, and Peter Strudwick. 

Strudwick is a more recent arrival 
in the BNP, after a long career in 
the Conservative Party and more 
particularly the senior echelons of the 
far-right Monday Club. Strudwick, a 
law lecturer, and Griffin's father 
“remember each other from Tory 
politics in North London back in the 
1960s”, Griffin wrote last year. 

After all those hints, it was not 
difficult for Searchlight to identify 
Strudwick as Sam Swerling, who was 
briefly a Westminster Tory councillor. 
That Swerling had joined the BNP was 
no secret, so why the new identity? 
What is he ashamed of? 

As usual the RWB was blessed by a 
large cohort of stewards, some in 
uniform, but they were no match for 
the 1,500 anti-fascist demonstrators 
besieging the site’s three approaches. 

Police tactics ensured the march pas- 
sed off mostly peacefully. Derbyshire’s 
Acting Assistant Chief Constable Steve 
Cotterill said: “We have made fewer 
arrests than we did last year and these 
arrests were for sporadic behaviour. 

“At no stage was it necessary to 
deploy officers in full riot gear.” 


A small number of anti-fascists 
were arrested for being in areas 
that were closed to the public. 

On the nazi side, John Jones and two 
other south London activists were 
charged with racially aggravated public 
order offences committed while they 
were crossing fields under police escort 
to get to the festival. They were arrested 
after receiving three police warnings to 
stop racially abusing protesters and 
giving Hitler salutes. They were bailed 
to appear at Derby Magistrates’ Court. 

One thug who entered a local pub 
wearing a Blood and Honour T-shirt 
was detained and thrown in the back of 
a police van after members of the public 
complained about his provocation. 
A London nazi was given a £60 on- 
the-spot fine. 

We are grateful to the woman officer 
who drove an elderly and slightly infirm 
anti-fascist in her car back to his 
transport home so that he would not 
have to be put at discomfort or risk. 

The poor attendance at the RWB, 
protests and lack of facilities have 
prompted the BNP to look around for 
an alternative venue. Simon Darby, the 
BNP’s deputy leader, told the BBC: 
“There is a school of thought that says 
we have had RWB in Wales, in the 
Midlands, in the North, in the East 
Midlands and we have never had it, 
for instance, in Scotland, the South 
West or the South. So I think there will 
be a lot of competition, there are several 
sites which want us.” 

That is obviously wishful thinking but 
it does seem likely that the RWB will not 
return to Derbyshire for a fourth year. 
HOPE not hate activists are keeping 
their eyes and ears open for where the 
BNP might be heading. <q 
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BNP shuffles packto 
reinvigorate region 


David Williams 


EXCEPT FOR Stoke-on-Trent the 
West Midlands region has been 
something of an underachiever for the 
British National Party. Although 
the party polled 121,967 votes (8.63%) 
in the region in this year’s European 
election this was only 1.13% more than 
in 2004. It was not enough to elect 
Simon Darby, the deputy BNP leader, 
who also functions as the party's press 
officer and honorary treasurer and is 
employed (though currently suspended) 
by the Greater London Authority as the 
personal assistant to the BNP’s London 
Assembly member Richard Barnbrook. 
Before his appointment as treasurer 
Darby resigned as the party’s West 
Midlands regional organiser, a develop- 
ment long anticipated locally. 

Alwyn Deacon, a publican in 
Nuneaton, whose father had been a 
Labour mayor, replaced him. Deacon 
has been a hardworking local organiser 
under whom the BNP has succeeded in 
establishing a bridgehead in the town, 
electing two councillors in 2008. 
Deacon himself has stood for election a 
number of times, failing to win in Bede 
ward by 16 votes in 2008. 


Deacon is the licensee of Eliotts 
bistro, where the BNP has held branch 
meetings for some time and, since 
Deacon’s new appointment, regional 
meetings too. It has also attracted a very 
select clientele. In April 2009 a small 
group of members of the nazi British 
Freedom Fighters (BFF) led by Mike 
Heaton visited the establishment and 
posed for photographs of themselves 
making Nazi salutes outside the pre- 
mises afterwards. To give him the 
benefit of the doubt it is unclear 
whether Deacon welcomed or even 
knew about their antics. 

The incident appalled some local 
BNP members, however. Chris Turner, 
the Coventry BNP organiser, was 
outraged and appealed to Darby to do 
something about Deacon’s perceived 
extremist links. Darby’s response was to 
stick his head in the sand, at which a 
furious Turner resigned as organiser. 

Turner’s objection is curious. He is 
close to Steve Kerr, who ran a Nazi 
regalia mail order business called UFC, 
which proclaimed itself a “National 
Socialist and Fascist Resource site”. 
It was Kerr who, Searchlight discovered, 


Nazis show their 
true colours” 
outside Alwyn 
Deacon's pub 


organised a meeting for the Holocaust 
denier David Irving at the Royal 
Warwick Club in 2008, though Irving 
strongly denies it. 

Turner and Deacon were both 
involved in the campaign for the 
Warwickshire County Council 
Lawford and New Bilton by-election in 
March 2008, in which the BNP 
candidate was George Jones, a former 
member of the openly nazi British 
Movement founded by Colin Jordan, 
who died in April. So quite why Turner 
was so outraged by the presence of the 
BFF in Deacon's pub is anyone’s guess. 

Darby retains an interest in the 


Midlands. He has refocused his sights 


‘Cash strapped’ BNP fails to deliver accounts 


Sonia Gable reports 


ALTHOUGH THE British National 
Party never stated it outright, its 
members were by and large persuaded to 
pour money into its European election 
campaign in the hope that the party 
would be repaid several times over in the 
form of lavish salaries and expenses for 
its successful candidates. 

To their disappointment, the two BNP 
MEPs soon found out that the European 
Parliament had tightened up the rules. 
It was not going to be possible for MEPs’ 
staff paid by the Parliament to work on 
party business, nor for their constituency 
offices to double as party bases. And most 
claims for travel expenses would require 
evidence of actual costs incurred. 


“Any breach of [the rules] and we could 


be de-registered — in effect, the BNP would 
be banned,” proclaimed a BNP fundraising 
appeal in August, exaggerating in a 
desperate hope to scare supporters into 
parting with yet more money. 

The anxiety of Nick Griffin, the party 
leader, was palpable. “Unfortunately 
many in the party don’t understand the 
stringent rules on European finances and 
wrongly think that the party is now 
financially well off,” wrote Griffin. 

“This is not only incorrect but it has 
led to the central Party now being under 
incredible pressure. In short we are cash 
strapped,” he continued. Reinvigoratéd 
campaigns against the BNP required 
“the services of expensive legal experts” 
and there was a general election to fight. 


Perhaps another exaggeration was 
Griffin’s statement that the party had 
“spent nearly 4600,000 during the 
[European and county council] 
elections”, seeing as it had only appealed 
for £395,000. But Jim Dowson, the 
party’s fundraising consultant since late 
2007, claimed on 20 June that the party 
had indeed raised “nearly £600,000” 
during the election campaign. 

One cost supporters will not be happy 
to bear is the £600 in fines from the 
Electoral Commission as a result of the 
partys failure to submit its 2008 
accounts by 7 July. In 2007 the BNP was 
fined £1,200 for the prolonged lateness 
of its central and regional accounting 
unit accounts for 2006. 


on Dudley, where he was a 
councillor for a year in 2003/04. 
The modest advances the BNP 
made in the town were rolled back by a 
sustained and committed anti-fascist 
community campaign, though there 
remains work to be done both here and 
more particularly in neighbouring 
Sandwell to defeat the BNP. 

The BNP has pinned its hopes on 
revitalising its organisation in the town by 
campaigning against a new mosque to be 
built on derelict land in Hall Street. 
Dudley Council had refused planning 
permission but the High Court upheld a 
government planning inspector's decision 
to grant permission at the end of July. 


The inspector had given the scheme 
the go-ahead on condition it was 
“accessible and available to the whole 
community”, a phrase the council 
considered was too imprecise and 
unenforceable. Darby’s objection was 
purely racist. “One wonders just what 
the chances are of me securing the 
Fatwah Suite sometime in the future in 
order to address the electorate,” he 
pondered. “On reflection the limited 
choice in the Jihad Bar and menu 
consisting of ritually sacrificed livestock 
might hinder the turnout.” 

Such statements indicate the anti- 
Muslim tenor in which Darby will 
conduct his campaign for Dudley 


Same jgub different racists: 

est Midlands BNP 
members pose outside * 

Dé@acon’s Eliotts bistro 


North, which he intends to contest in 
the general election. When he stood 
there in 2005 he polled a fairly 
respectable 9.7%. Darby’s optimism 
about his prospects may be misplaced. 
In the European election the BNP was 
edged out by the UK Independence 
Party which won two MEPs in the 
region. The local UKIP has been 
actively involved in the protest against 
the mosque and will no doubt present 
strong competition to the BNP in the 
general election. 

The West Midlands will be a key 
battleground in 2010. Whether Deacon 
will prove any more adept than Darby as 
regional organiser only time will tell. —< 


At that time Griffin blamed Kenny 
Smith, one of the leaders of the internal 
rebellion that broke out in December 
2007. This year he has no such excuse. 
Quite the contrary. On 8 April 
Griffin announced the formation of 
a “full Treasury Department” consisting 
of “four full-time staff”. They included a 
“chartered accountant (ACCA qualified) 
with 25 years experience as a Senior 
Partner” and a “fully qualified accounts 
technician”. 

Even though the incompetent David 
Hannam remained treasurer for some 
party units, these two should have been 
able to get the accounts signed off on 
time. So what has gone wrong? 

The BNP has been silent about the 
delay. The party had obtained a short 
extension of the deadline from the 
Electoral Commission but still failed 
to deliver. 

One possibility is that the new staff 
came on board too late to knock the 


accounts into shape after Jennie Noble, 
the former treasurer, had been in charge 
for nearly a year. Noble had been 
secretary of the BNP’s Trafalgar Club 
and has returned to a similar role with 
the club, which solicits monthly 
donations in return for putting on an 
annual dinner. 

Alternatively, perhaps the accounts did 
arrive on time at Silver & Co, the 
independent firm of accountants who 
audit them, but they found problems. 
Silver & Co gave the BNP’s 2007 
accounts an adverse audit report when 
they were unable to verify a large amount 
of expenditure. This year their concern 
may centre on ownership of the assets 
and the precise relationship between 
Dowson and the BNP. 

When a photographer obtained a 
court order against the BNP earlier this 
year to recover sums the party owed him 
for infringing his copyright, bailiffs tried 
to seize the partys “truth truck” 


advertising lorry. They found the BNP 
did not own it, despite Griffin’s claim in 
his New Year address that: “your cash 
allowed the party to buy our very own 
state of the art advertising lorry”. 
Instead it belonged to Dowson. 

It is also Dowson who runs the BNP’s 
“administrative hub”, as he described it, 
at a business centre in east Belfast and 
one of his companies that employs the 
staff there. The party might be having 
difficulty explaining to its auditors how 
money that Dowson raised for the BNP, 
and assets that the BNP supposedly 
bought, ended up owned by Dowson and 
his companies. 

During the European election 
campaign the BNP tried to win support 
on the back of the MPs’ expenses 
scandal, claiming its own financial 
affairs were transparent and above 
board. The absence of the party’s latest 
accounts proves once again what a lie 
that was. 


Key by-elections pose test 


A SERIES OF CRUCIAL council by-elections over the 
coming weeks will test the strength of British 
National Party support following its European 
election gains and also the resilience of the anti- 
fascist movement. 

As Searchlight goes to press at least nine 
by-elections are pending in which the BNP is 
fielding candidates, three in wards where they pose 
a serious threat. 

Barnsley has been a major growth area for the BNP 
in recent years, with the far-right party boasting 
meetings of almost 300 people and polling 16.7% 
across the borough in the European election, its 
highest vote in Yorkshire and fourth nationally. 

A council by-election in St Helens ward will prove a 
major battle. In 2008 the BNP polled 30% here, its 
highest share of the vote in Barnsley and only 300 
behind Labour. 

The HOPE not hate campaign is working hard, 
having leafleted the ward within days of hearing of 
the by-election, for which a date had not been set as 
Searchlight went to press. The anti-fascist campaign 
will combine traditional campaigning with more 
modern and targeted techniques. There will be door- 
to-door anti-fascist canvassing and_ targeted 
literature for specific audiences. 

Another important by-election is taking place on 
24 September in Hayling, South Oxhey, where the 
BNP will be hoping to capitalise on its success 
in winning the neighbouring ward of Ashridge in 
2008 and a seat on Hertfordshire County Council 
for the South Oxhey division this year, one of 


only three county council seats that the BNP 
took nationally. 

Like the Barnsley election, it is being billed as a 
straight fight between Labour and the BNP and the 
retiring councillor is worried. “| am very sad to be 
stepping down as | have really enjoyed serving the 
people of South Oxhey. It is always been a great 
community with a very strong civic pride and spirit. 
People feel a great sense of togetherness and | hope 
this continues. 

“There will be a big battle between Labour and the 
BNP so it is very important people come out and have 
their say. | hope that nobody wants a racist party in 
office. | would urge as many people as possible to 
come out and make sure this does not happen.’ 

A third key by-election will take place in 
Wednesbury South, in Sandwell. Although the BNP 
vote fell from 24% in 2007 to 15.6% in 2008 there are 
signs that the far-right party has halted its decline 
and will present a more serious challenge this time. 
The ward is a three-way marginal between the BNP, 
Conservatives and Labour, and whichever party polls 
above 35% will take the seat. 

Sandwell has been a major anti-fascist success 
story in recent years and, although the date has not 
yet been announced, the HOPE not hate campaign is 
already swinging into action. 

Other council by-elections are taking place in 
Plymouth, Bedford, Bolton, Daventry and Kettering. 

For more information on these elections and to get 
involved in the campaign against them please visit 
our website: www.hopenothate.org.uk ~= 
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The HOPE not hate campaign is 
holding a national weekend of 
action on 26-27 September to kick- 
start its 2010 election campaign. 
Leafleting will take place in at 
least 25 local authority areas 
across the country, including in 
many of our key wards for next 
year’s local elections. Places 
where activities will be happening 
include Stoke-on-Trent, Sandwell, 
Burnley, Manchester, Rotherham, 
Leeds, Barking & Dagenham, 


National Weekend of Action 


Thurrock, Epping Forest and 
Sunderland. 

Leaflets are being customised 
for the key wards to allow local 
news to be __ incorporated. 
Developing local newsletters is 
crucial in building up a presence 
in the target wards ahead of next 
year’s local elections. The general 
election is likely to be on the 
same day as next year’s local 
elections so it is vital we start 
early. With the main political 
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parties swamping voters with 
material in the weeks preceding 
the election and voter fatigue 
setting in, it is vital we get our 
anti-BNP message across first. 
We hope that this will be the 
first of many weekends of action 
and if this initial exercise proves 
successful we anticipate more 


- areas getting involved. 


For more information on these 
activities or to organise your own 
event please visit our website. 


New leaflet out 


Our “Sink the Boats?” anti-BNP leaflet is now out and available free to 
local anti-BNP groups. 

Paid for by our online supporters, the leaflet highlights Nick 
Griffin's outrageous comments about sinking boats bringing asylum 
seekers and refugees to Europe from Africa. 

The A5 leaflet is free to local groups though you will have to pay 
postage. You can order the leaflet through our website. 


“{ don’t think the EUisinthe | 
business of smile ‘people at sea.” 


Freshers pack out soon 


The HOPE not hate campaign is producing a student pack for use at 
freshers’ fairs. It will contain batches of leaflets, badges, posters and 
basic information about the HOPE not hate campaign. 

We hope to build on the huge interest among students during the 
European elections and, by providing packs aimed at freshers’ fairs, 
we hope to attract a new layer of students into the campaign. 

Winning the hearts and minds of students is important but we 
also hope to encourage them to get involved in the campaigns in the 
wider community. 
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Organisers’ Academy 
under way 


THIS MONTH SEES the first of almost 20 HOPE 
not hate training days to be held before the 
end of the year. 

Designed to organise those people who 
came into the campaign during and after the 
European elections, these one-day events 
will provide our activists with the basic tools 
to run local campaigns. 

The sessions will focus very specifically on 
the needs for the 2010 campaign and we 
hope to use them to build existing networks 
and launch new HOPE not hate groups across 
the country. As well as events in our 
traditional strongholds of the North West, the 
West Midlands and Yorkshire, we will also be 
putting on training days in Plymouth, Bath, 
Cardiff, Reading, London, Leicester, Thurrock, 
Durham, Newcastle and Scotland. 

Later in the autumn and early in the new 
year the HOPE not hate campaign will hold 
two weekend schools for our most 
committed activists. These three-day courses 
will give our key organisers a more detailed 
schooling in community organising, running 
a local group and building alliances and 
coalitions within the community. 

Activists who have registered an interest in 
becoming an organiser will be notified of the 
dates and locations of these events via email. 

If you are interested in attending an event 
please email Nick Lowles at 
nick@stopthebnp.org.uk. 


* Activities will ikke placed across the <):" 
country. To find a local event near | 
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Where now for the union 
anti-BNP campaign? 


As the TUC gathers in Liverpool this month Nick Lowles reflects on the 
lessons from the recent European election campaign and suggests 
ways that trade unions can continue the campaign against the BNP. 


t a presentation to Unison North 
West in early February a 
representative from the AFL- 
CIO in the United States recited 
a maxim from her father, himself a recent 
trade union leader. Putting it into the 
British context she said: “Don't wake up 
on 5 June thinking that there was one 
more thing you could have done”. 

It was a fantastic quote and one that 
we used repeatedly at meetings across 
the country. 

Most trade unions were fully aware of 
the threat we faced and as a result they 
did far more this year than previously 
to combat the BNP. Most donated to 
either the HOPE not hate campaign or 
Unite Against Fascism (UAF). Many 
carried anti-BNP articles in their union 
journals and some even sent material to 
their members through the post. 

Unison in the North West ran a very 
intensive anti-BNP campaign. It addres- 
sed most of its branches, signed up 
hundreds of activists to the wider HOPE 
not hate campaign and distributed 
65,000 copies of a Unison customised 
newspaper among its members. 

Nationally Unison ran an _ online 
telephone canvassing operation, placed 
adverts in the UK-based Eastern 
European press and supported the Daily 
Mirror anti-BNP tabloid. It also produced 
a series of anti-BNP leaflets that branches 
could distribute to their members. 

The GMB held training events in 
the North West and West Midlands 
and later supplied activists for HOPE 
not hate leafleting sessions. They led 
our day of action in Liverpool 


and distributed 35,000 copies of a 
GMB customised HnH_ newspaper. 
On polling day itself the GMB used 
text messages to remind members to 
turn out to stop the BNP. 


Unite supported the HOPE not hate 
campaign heavily, both nationally and 
regionally, and many of its activists were 
heavily involved in our days of action 
and bus tour. 

The PCS ran arguably the most 
intensive campaign of any union, 
certainly the only uniform national 
union campaign. As explained on page 
16, the Make Your Vote Count effort 
brought together over 1,000 volunteers 
and co-ordinators in every corner of the 
country to target their members as well 
as get involved in the wider campaign. 

More generally, thousands of union 
members took part in HOPE not hate’s 
Union Friday. The FBU organised the 
mass leafleting of Scarborough and 
dozens of union branches targeted 
commuters at London under- 
ground and railway stations. 


BNP voters 

However, despite the best efforts 
of the unions, the BNP got 
two candidates elected to the 
European Parliament and saw its 
share of the vote increase across 
the country. Just as importantly, for 
the unions, was that a sizeable 
chunk of their membership voted 
for the far-right party. 

Research by YouGov found that 
20% of BNP voters belonged to a 
trade union or some professional 
association. It also found that 
36% of BNP voters classified them- 
selves as skilled or semi-skilled 
manual workers. 

Whatever work is being done by 
unions there is certainly more to do. 


Opportunity 
The campaign against the BNP 
cannot stop now. Partly this is 
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Trade union 
campaigning 


because elections are not won or lost in 
the few weeks leading up to polling day 
but in the months or even years of work 
done before. The campaign must also 
continue because it should be central to 
general union organising. The threat of 
the BNP impinges on the effectiveness 
of unions. A strong BNP undermines 
the central ethos of trade union 
solidarity and a divided membership 
will undermine a union’s ability to 
defend all its members. 

Searchlight believes that unions are 
in a unique position that has so far not 
been fully recognised or at least acted 
upon. Unions are the best messengers 
to carry an argument to their 
members. Polling evidence suggests 
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that union members trust their union 
to be more truthful than political 
parties, especially when talking about 
issues that directly affect their 
members’ interests. 

It is precisely because of this that 
Searchlight is encouraging unions to 
prioritise engaging with their members. 
It is great and welcome when 
unions support wider campaigns and 
encourage small groups of activists out 
on actions, but we believe that their 
main focus should be on winning the 
arguments among their members in 
the workplace — the one venue where 
unions can reach their members 
where others cannot. 

It was clear that some unions 
struggled to find time and activists to 
deliver the anti-BNP message. In a 
period where activism is low and the 
recession is causing huge job losses and 
insecurities among workforces it is easy 
to see how anti-fascism was viewed as a 
luxury they could not afford. 

I would argue that the exact opposite 
is true. It is precisely at this moment, 
when workers are feeling the economic 
pressure and so becoming more 
susceptible to racist scapegoating, that 
an anti-fascist strategy is important. 

What is key, however, is for unions 
to make the fight against the BNP 
relevant to their members. While it 
obviously is important to highlight 
the fascist and racist nature of the 
BNP, it is equally important to link 
the BNP threat to the interests and 
experiences of members. These issues 
need to be explained in a clear and 
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n't let the BNP break up 


simple way rather than by bland rhetoric 
that will simply put off members. 

In the Unison edition of the HOPE 
not hate newspaper we set out clearly the 
differences between our values and polic- 
ies and those of the BNP. By comparing 
and contrasting policies that directly 
affect union members we offered workers 
a clear explanation of why voting for the 
BNP was not in their interest. 

Fighting the BNP can also be an 
excellent organising tool to increase 
activism and participation. Rather than 
looking at the current activist level and 
saying “it cant be done”, the anti- 
BNP campaign can be used to increase 
workplace capacity and draw new 
people into union activity. 

Certainly, several unions in the 
North West witnessed new people 
becoming active in the union through 
fighting the BNP. If this had been 
done on a more organised level then 
the increase in involvement could have 
been even greater. 

The Not In My Name campaign 
was a perfect method to achieve this. 
By channelling the anger and emotion 
of people following the BNP election 
victory, thousands of potential activists 
could have been identified and 
encouraged to get more involved. 

Unite has taken up this campaign 
precisely as an organising tool. The Not 
In My Name campaign has been 
customised for the union and activists 
are being encouraged to sign up 
colleagues with a view to building wider 
activist networks. 

The anti-BNP campaign is also an 
excellent way to resurrect and re- 
energise trades councils. The example of 
Hackney is a model and should be 
replicated wherever possible. 

The BNP is a threat to trade 
unionism. It challenges and undermines 
the basic ethos of unionism. It pits 
workers against one another and so 
weakens solidarity and the ability of 
unions to fight for the interests of all 
their members. 

Unions have a proud history of 
fighting fascism and now we must 
build on what has been achieved. 
The campaign has to be focused 
around linking the fight against the 
BNP to issues affecting union 
members, so as to make it immediately 
relevant, and challenging some of the 
wider myths and prejudices that give 
rise to support for the BNP. However, 
if such a campaign is organised 
effectively then we can also increase 
activism and capacity — which can only 
be good for the union generally and 
the wider anti-fascist movement. ~<@ 
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Invite a HOPE not hate 

speaker to your National 
Executive Committee, regional 
committees and branch 
meetings — we want to 
maximise the involvement of 
union members in our 
campaign, especially among 
those groups targeted by the 
BNP and who are least likely to 
be currently involved. 


Recruit branch volunteers 

to take part in 
campaigning activity. 

Set up anti-fascist pages 

on your union's website, 
including a link to the HOPE 
not hate website. Keep it 
updated and add your own 
Taiielduirclatelimalaraltcol live RViai rely] 
events and activities, and 
briefings for union members 
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the far right. 


Work with us to produce 

specific briefings for your 
members in different 
employment sectors and 


equality groups. We already 
have material for black 
members, women members 
and LGBT members. 


Encourage branches to 

affiliate to the HOPE not 
hate campaign. We can supply 
utero (-lMuiteld(e] 1m 


Get your NEC to donate 

to the HOPE not hate 
campaign. 

Set up training events for 

your members on how 
they can help to combat the 
far right in their workplaces 
and communities. 


Link up with local 

community activists and 
other trade unions to campaign 
against the far right. Encourage 
involvement in trades councils. 


Promote the HOPE not 

hate campaign to union 
learning reps; organise 
learning-at-work days. 


1 Run a “register to vote” 

campaign in your 
workplaces, produce branch 
briefings about the HOPE not 
hate campaign and encourage 
all your members to get 
involved. 


Campaigning 


Organising union members 


By Sarah Kavanagh 


he Public and Commercial 
Services Union (PCS) has been 
campaigning against the far 
right as part of our national 
Make Your Vote Count campaign 
(MYVC). Under MYVC we challenge 
candidates standing in elections from 
across the political spectrum (excluding 
the far right) to respond to questions 
on issues of concern to our members 
such as pay, privatisation, job cuts, 
office closures, equality issues, tax and 
welfare policies. 

This year we had more than 1,000 
volunteers and co-coordinators for 
the MYVC campaign. We organised 
workplace activity and provided spe- 
akers at branch AGMs. Reps circulated 
campaign material to members and 
displayed campaign posters on PCS 
notice boards. 

The most recent activity 
for MYVC focused on the 
European elections and on 
the by-election in Norwich 
North. In the European 
elections we asked every 
candidate whether they 
would support our call for 
fascist-free zones in civil and 
public services. We published 
candidates’ responses so our 
members could make an 
informed decision at the 
ballot box. We do not 
recommend support for any 
particular party or candidate 
but we ask our members to 
vote against the far right. 

PCS reps gave out tho- 
usands of anti-fascist leaflets 
in and outside workplaces. 
We produced PCS materials 
encouraging people _to 
register to vote and to vote 
against the far right. We also 
organised activities on May 
Day, brought union learning 
reps on board, tapped into 
our existing equality groups 
and got young members and 
organisers involved. 

In addition we hosted 
our own events including 
34 candidate question times 


and music events, launched a 
Love Music Hate Racism film and 
threw our weight behind the Stoke 
carnival. In Liverpool we played a 
key role in stopping far-right extremists 
from demonstrating and when we 
found out that the BNP had been 
given permission to hold a protest 
outside the Home Office in Croydon 
we immediately sprang into action. 

We contacted the Home Secretary 
demanding that the BNP demonstra- 
tion be stopped and asked why they 
were allowed to demonstrate on Home 
Office land when our own reps had 
previously been stopped from handing 
out leaflets in the same location. 
When they refused to ban the BNP 
demonstration we called a counter 
demonstration attended by many of 
our activists, UAF, Searchlight, the 
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WORKING PEOPLE 
AGAINST FASCISM 


Trade union 
campaigning 


local MP and our general secretary 
Mark Serwotka. 

Alongside our campaigning efforts 
we have changed the PCS rule book to 
make it easier for us to expel fascists 
from our union and we are campaigning 
to prevent racists and fascists from 
working in civil and public services. 
The prison service and the police are 
currently allowed to ban staff from 
being members of far-right groups and 
we wish to see a ban extended across the 
whole of the public sector. 

PCS's strength as a union stems from 
inclusive and collective organisation in 
workplaces and we believe the far right are 
in direct opposition to the core aims and 
principles of trade unions such as ours. 
The best antidote to the far right is a 
movement that aspires to represent every- 
one who feels disenfranchised, alienated 
and excluded. PCS is part of 
this movement to promote 
solidarity amongst the majori- 
ty of working people regardless 
of race, gender, religious beliefs 
or sexuality. This means 
we will be at the forefront of 
organising people to get 
involved in campaigns against 
the BNP. We want to help 
mobilise the majority who are 
threatened by a rise in support 
for the far right. 

PCS wants  fascist-free 
zones at work and in our 
communities. So far our 
members have risen to the 
challenge and have got active 
in this campaign. The BNP 
are not welcome in our work- 
places or in our union and we 
have received an _ over- 
whelmingly positive response 
to our campaign so far. 
PCS supports both UAF and 
Searchlight and we encour- 
age our members to take 
part in anti-fascist activity 
organised by both campaign 
groups. ~—a 


Sarah Kavanagh was national 
co-ordinator of the MYVC 


campaign 


Community unionism 


Trade union 
campaigning 


Hackney does not face a BNP problem but in the context of the 
European elections it became a crucial battleground. John Page 
explains how Hackney TUC led a community-orientated campaign 
that involved hundreds of people and brought unions, faith groups 
and political parties together. 


THERE IS A long tradition of anti- 
fascist activity in the London borough 
of Hackney going back to the 1930s and 
there are people active in the TUC 
whose parents were in the anti-fascist 
43. group. Others participated in 
the regular 1970s clashes with the 
National Front, when the fascists had 
their headquarters in Shoreditch. 
Understanding that as a result of the 
European elections, an _ electoral 
mobilisation was necessary, we decided 
we had to reach the maximum number 
of voters in our communities. 

We knew that our existing network of 
trade union reps meant that we had 
contacts in most significant workplaces 
in the borough and we wanted to use 
this network as a springboard for 
campaigning. We began by drawing up 
a list of every local community group 
of which we were aware. We then set 
up an organising committee. The core 
organising group took responsibility 
for co-ordinating activity across the 
borough, as well as liaising with groups 
within the wards. The next tier down 
was our ward level co-ordinators. 
These were people who took respon- 
sibility for distribution of leaflets across 
their wards. We also had _ specific 
“contact” people within the various 
political organisations in the borough. 

Our first step was to organise the 
distribution of 20,000 leaflets door-to- 
door. We aimed to give out 1,000 
leaflets (about ten streets) in each ward. 
We saw these as our “seed” leaflets and 
we asked people to contact us to offer 
support to take part in further activity. 
The aim was to get sufficient response 
from these initial leaflets to build a 
wider base of supporters. 

We worked closely with the various 
political parties from across the political 
spectrum which initially was not easy. 
Because of Hackney’s specific local 
politics, some ethnic minority 


community organisations are wary of 
the Labour group. The Conservative 
party have strong connections with the 
ultra-orthodox Jewish communities 
(Haredim) in the borough, while the 
Liberal Democrats have very strong ties 
with some Muslim community groups. 
The momentum we built up meant that 
all the political groups in Hackney 
wanted to show support and the formal 
endorsement of the Conservative and 
Liberal Democrat groups opened doors 
for us to some community groups with 
which we had little or no contact. 

When it came. to literature 
distribution, we had one rule, party 
organisations were not to distribute our 
literature with their own; it had to be 
done separately. We were grateful that 
Labour, Greens and Lib Dems covered 
whole wards for us in this way. 

We kept up a constant flow of 
information through a growing email 
list (eventually 600 strong). However, 
our primary method of getting the 
message out was to distribute 50,000 
HOPE not hate tabloid newspapers 
across the borough. We used the 
national tabloid, but “personalised it” to 
Hackney, so the centre pages included a 
feature: “Hackney voices”, where local 
faith, community, trade union and 
political leaders spoke out against the 
BNP, and the front page used a famous 
"peace mural’,’ which celebrates 
Hackney’s vitality and its diverse 
communities. Trade unionists played a 
prominent role in this feature as we view 
our local reps as community leaders. 

The tabloids were distributed 
through faith groups, trade union 
branches and community groups. 
Muslim supporters coordinated dis- 
tribution outside Friday _ prayers. 
Hackney Unison mailed 3,000 to their 
members. Every trade union branch 
in the borough played some role in 
mobilising their members to vote. 


The vast majority however were 
distributed door-to-door via our 
growing network, many of whom were 
recruited to help by their shop stewards. 
The key to the distribution was that we 
asked a lot of people to do a little each, 
with most people doing no more than 
one or two streets. This network is the 
strongest tool we have in ensuring our 
communities are inoculated against 
fascist propaganda. 


What did we learn? 

M Trade unionists act as a catalyst for 
community activity. 

M People who are part of existing 
community, faith, political and 
community groups are prepared to 
come out and do something to stop 
the BNP; we just have to ask them 
to do it. 

@ People will work across traditional 
divisions to ensure this message is 
heard. 

HM Many people who are not traditional 
“activists” are happy to help out: 
we just need to offer them a range 
of small tasks that they feel 
comfortable doing. 


What are we going to do next? 

M We are planning a “Hackney 
community forum” to bring our 
communities together and rebuild a 
sense of community power. 

WM As we face the danger of further 
BNP gains in next year’s local 
elections, we know that Hackney 
can provide not only a bulwark 
against the BNP, but an example of 
a borough where multiculturalism 
is not a contested theory, but a 
lived reality. 

M We are already planning our 
contribution to the 2010 campaign 
which will largely be to help other 
areas of London under threat from 


the BNP. ~a 
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ighteen teams in two age 

groups battled it out for the 

second year to be the GMB 
HOPE Not Hate Cup winners at the 
Dagenham Town Show in July. 
School teams, youth clubs and 
youth projects from across the 
borough received materials from the 
GMB, Show Racism The Red Card, 
Philosophy Football and Kick it Out, 
but it was teams from Eastbrook 
School in the under-14 and under- 
16 age groups who took the 
trophies away, beating last year’s 
winners in their respective finals. 

Louis Chakravarthi and Brendan 

Andrews, who organised the day 
for the GMB, felt it was a 


“phenomenal success” while local 
MP Jon Cruddas congratulated the 
winners and commiserated with 
the losers. “When you see so many 
kids from different parts of the 
borough competing together 
regardless of their colour or their 
religion, you see there is 
something very much to be proud 
of about our young people. 

Some of those games out there 
looked incredibly competitive but 
there was never a bad word, never 
anything nasty said or done. 


I'm very pleased with this initiative’. 


Football in the community is just 
one part of the work by Searchlight 
Educational Trust in the borough to 


get young people working and 
communicating with each other 
and building upon their common 
themes of interest. Many of the 
stewards and referees on the day 
were certified by Essex Football 
Association after a series of 
residential courses run by SET for 
young people interested in 
organising sport in the community. 

SET believes that in areas such as 
Barking and Dagenham that have a 
changing communal environment 
and employment opportunities for 
young people, sport is the perfect 
conduit to engage with young 
people to help forge future 
cohesive communities. 


Investigation 


BNP councillor refuses to 
explain outrageous lie 


By Sonia Gable 


A CONVICTED RACIST who 
a British National Party councillor 
falsely claimed was not a party member 
has collected two new convictions 
and caused further embarrassment to 
her party. 

In May Helen Forster received a 
ten-month suspended prison sentence 
for intimidation after leading a mob 
of children, some as young as ten, to 
throw eggs and fire an airgun at an 
Asian neighbour. 

A report in the Daily Mirror said that 
after being sentenced at Maidstone 
Crown Court, Forster, who has 
previous convictions for dishonesty 
and drug possession, called on the 
council to “move on” Meherjan Miah, 
the victim of the attack, to stop further 
incidents. “And yes, I’m still in the 
BNP,” she added. 

The BNP lost no time in mobilising 
its “rapid response team”. Paul Golding, 
the coordinator of the party’s “Opera- 
tion Fightback”, filmed an interview 
with Forster on the doorstep of 
her home in Gravesend, Kent in 
which he claimed she had never been a 
party member. 

In the video, which is on the BNP 
website and YouTube, Golding, a 
BNP councillor in Sevenoaks, said: 
“Now soon as this smear was put up 
online on the Daily Mirror’s website, 
I contacted our membership depart- 
ment and asked them to check all of our 
records going back many years and she 
is not on there whatsoever. 

“I spoke to Andy McBride, the 
southeast regional organiser, and he said 
no one in the whole region had ever 
heard of her.” 

Forster also denied being a “paid 
member” though admitted to having 
worked as a graphic designer for the 
party. She claimed that the Mirror report 
was “basically incorrect” and “absolute 
nonsense”, and had misquoted her. 

The interview was rushed onto 
the BNP website so quickly that 
despite some clumsy editing it was 
still possible to hear a man inside the 
house saying “it was a joint member- 
ship, it was a family thing and her name 


was put on it”. 

Nevertheless Golding went on to 
threaten the Mirror with legal action 
“to make sure that they are punished for 
this outrageous fabrication. This latest 
story utterly discredits these media rats, 
and the public will now be able to 
soberly assess the veracity of all future 
anti-BNP smears against this back- 
ground,” Golding said. 

But Searchlight was able to reveal 
that it was Golding who had lied 
outrageously and the only person utterly 
discredited was himself. As he well 
knew, Forster had joined the BNP 
before her marriage broke up and was 
listed under her married name of Helen 
Colclough at the same address. 

On 27 July Forster pleaded guilty to 
common assault and perverting the 
course of justice at Maidstone Crown 
Court. She was remanded in custody 
and is due to be sentenced on 7 


(above) BNP convicted racist Helen Forster 
(left) Lying BNP councillor Paul Golding 


September. The charges relate to an 
incident in Gravesend a few days after 
she received her suspended sentence. 

After the hearing a Kent police 
spokeswoman confirmed that Helen 
Forster and Helen Colclough were the 
same person. 

When a local newspaper asked 
Golding why his video contained a lie, 
he said he could not comment. After 
conferring with “the BNP legal team”, 
presumably the deranged Lee Barnes, 
he said: “I was told data protection and 
litigation rules mean I cannot say 
anything about the story”. 

Strangely those rules did not stop him 
lying about Forster’s membership in 
May at the height of the BNP’s 
European election campaign, when her 
conviction was proving embarrassing 
for a party trying to present itself as 
respectable and not racist. 

Also embarrassing for Golding was 
the exposure of his brother’s criminal 
past. Jamie Golding has been convicted 
of stealing cars and committing more 
than 150 burglaries in Kent and the 
southeast London borough of Bexley. 

Paul Golding was one of the main 
drivers of the BNP’s so-called truth 
truck, which anti-fascists immediately 
renamed the lie lorry. The A-frame 
advertising lorry toured the country late 
last year and during this year’s election 
campaign, mostly on empty streets. ~ 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 
British National Party councillors around the country. 

If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Loughton BNP 
promotes Islamophobia 


A BNP LEAFLET distributed in Loughton, Essex, where 
three of the party's four district councillors will be 
defending their seats next year, has been widely 
condemned for its blatant attempt to stir up race hate. 

Headed “No mosques in Loughton’, the leaflet claims 
that Murray Hall, a Loughton community centre, is being 
turned into a mosque and states: “In parts of 
neighbouring Redbridge and east London the 
Islamification process is almost complete”. 

The hall is used on Friday afternoons for prayer 
sessions by an Islamic community group. The head of 
the group, Noor Ramjanally, has received threatening 
letters and suffered arson attacks on his home, of which 
the BNP denies knowledge. 

The leaflet claims that the users of Murray Hall are 
linked to the “notorious Mulberry Way Mosque, South 
Woodford”, and goes on to lie blatantly about a “400- 
strong mob who rioted” at a Redbridge Area Committee 
meeting in 2000 that was considering a planning 
application by the Mulberry Way centre. In fact only 
around 50 young people, unconnected with the centre, 
were involved in disturbances after the meeting. 

And far from being “notorious”, the Mulberry Way 
Islamic centre takes part in and puts on local community 
events, hosts meetings of the Three Faiths Forum, 
encourages participation of women and delivers all 
sermons and lectures in English. 

What is extremely worrying is that the police in 
Loughton appear to have given the BNP the green light 
to distribute the leaflet, telling the party they did not 
consider it illegal. 

Metropolitan Police officers in Redbridge have taken a 
different view of the lies about the South Woodford 
centre and have sent the leaflet to Scotland Yard and the 
Crown Prosecution Service. 

This is not the first time the BNP has lied about the 
South Woodford centre in an attempt to provoke 
Islamophobia. Five years ago Redbridge BNP claimed 
that CCTV cameras outside the centre, placed there 
because of attacks on the building and its users, were 
being used to send film of local residents to Muslim 
terrorists to line them up for attack. 


Balls from Barnbrook 


RICHARD BARNBROOK, who sits on the London 
Assembly and is BNP deputy group leader on Barking and 
Dagenham council, appears to be suffering delusions of 
grandeur as he awaits a postponed Standards Committee 
hearing that could result in him being suspended for 
bringing his office into disrepute. 

Speaking at the BNP’s Red, White and Blue festival last 
month he said: “I’ve got balls made of steel. In my own 
ward, if I go around naked, and put boot polish on my face, 
they'd still love me.” 

Barnbrook may have been trying to attract attention. 

The BNP’s two new MEPs have stolen 
his limelight, not to mention 
his staff. Emma Colgate, 
formerly his researcher, 
has not been replaced 

since the party 
) poached her to act as 
its full-time admin- 
istration officer, and 
Simon Darby, _ sus- 
pended from his Greater 
London Authority em- 
ployment for attacking 
the Archbishop of 

York as  anti-British, 
seems to have lost interest 
in acting as Barnbrook’s 
personal assistant. 

As a result Barnbrook 
appears to be doing next to 
nothing in return for the 460,000 he 
receives from the two authorities. At the 
last Mayor’s question time he only placed 
one question, unsurprisingly about 

Sharia courts, and did not report the 
reply on his website. In fact his site has 
not been updated since the end of May 
and the BNP’s national and London 
websites now rarely report his activities. 


Another nazi BNP councillor 

A BNP PARISH COUNCILLOR has exposed his nazi 
beliefs on Facebook. Sam Clayton, who was elected 
unopposed to Bilton-in-Ainsty with Bickerton parish 
council in Harrogate, North Yorkshire in 2008, wrote: 
“No more brother's: war's [sic], white people of the world 
unite 14/88”. The number 14 refers to a white supremacist 
slogan and 88 stands for the letters HH — Heil Hitler. 
Clayton has also stood as a BNP candidate for district and 
county council elections. 
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By Matthew Collins 


AUGUST WAS ONE of those months 
in which the BNP’s stupidity was even 
more self-explanatory than usual, if that 
is at all possible. 

The convicted racist and all-round 
misery, Martin Wingfield, (pictured) 
communications and campaigns officer 
for the BNP’s two MEPs, holidayed in 
France with the in-laws and returned to 
complain about all the sightseers at the 
zoo “which made it seem hotter than it 
was”. Mange tout, Martin. Send ’em all 
back, eh? 

Deputy Nasal Fuhrer Simon Darby 
undertook some naval gazing, which 
included reading the black community 
newspaper Voice in a quest to find out 
whether the paper ever did “see things 
from a white person's point of view”. 
Shockingly, for Simon, it was full of 
stories about black people and black 
news. Disgraceful, no doubt. 

The constant rumours and sniping 
from Darby’s less than charitable 
colleagues about his alleged relationship 
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with the state probably weren't best 
helped when the police announced 
they were going to use drones to 
monitor the annual BNP beanfeast and 
fight club that goes by the title of the 
Red White & Blue family festival. 
No doubt that’s not the first or last time 
he’ll hear that gag. 

Darby was also quick to deny that his 
erstwhile meal ticket, the London 
Assembly’s very own loveable lush 
Dicky Barnbrook, was on stress leave. 
That was of course news to everyone 
else who had gathered in Barking and 


Dagenham's civic centre in July in the 
hope of watching Barnbrook being 
suspended from his two local authority 
positions for bringing his office into 
disrepute. Dicky is fast earning the new 
moniker “sick note” and complains 
loudly about feeling unloved by his 
party comrades. The medical certificate 
from a doctor not in B&D but in 
Blackheath, south London, certainly 
had the air of authenticity, unlike the 
“under reconstruction’ notice that 
appeared for a while on his blog 
coinciding remarkably with Darby’s 
(temporary?) absence as Barnbrook’s 


. personal assistant and political minder, 


suspended by the GLA for attacking 
the Archbishop of York as anti-British. 

Barnbrook did have some support. 
The tiresome blogger Green Arrow 
advertised a vigil outside Barnbrook’s 
rearranged hearing on 12 August, but 
soon lost interest, preferring to go on 
about the British Army in Afghanistan 
not having enough helicopters and 
descending into one of his Aryan 
depressions that precipitated him 
sending round the begging bowl to 
support his blogging activities. 

No such love was extended to another 
B&D councillor, the Elvis-loving 
Laurence Rustem. Gone are the days 
when Rustem was lovingly described by 
a senior BNP official as their “favourite 
wog”. He is probably feeling, like the 
rest of the much maligned BNP 
councillors on B&D council, that they 
are slowly being airbrushed out of the 
BNP’s affections, Rustem himself fell 
foul of Darby and was publicly 
admonished by the Deputy Nasal 
Fiihrer, which may be what prompted 
Rustem to resign from the few council 
committees on which he sat. 

The tiny but often bare-chested 
British Freedom Fighters have made a 
habit in recent months of not only 
terrorising the people behind the nazi 
Redwatch terror website, in another of 
those marvellous fallouts between petty 
Fihrers and drug dealers, but also some 
(usually female and outnumbered) 
trade unionists. As well as stalking 
Redwatch webmaster Kevin “knee- 
high” Watmough’s home _ recently, 
“Wigan” Mike Heaton has been turning 
up all over the country desperate to get 
himself and his torso photographed. 
It’s obviously worked for him, for no 
sooner had he returned home from acting 
like a clown outside the court hearing of 


‘ the BNP’s Peter Tierney, Heaton was 


complaining that his dole money had 
been cut off. Now that he has finally got 
himself noticed, let’s see how many other 
work-shy Nazis follow suit. ~a 


BNP weapons importer 
convicted 
A BRITISH NATIONAL Party member 


has received a 12-month suspended 
prison sentence for importing illegal 
knuckledusters and CS spray from a white 
supremacist movement in the USA. 

Michael Winfield, 20, who had no 
previous convictions, pleaded guilty at 
Nottingham Crown Court to importing 
prohibited items and possessing a 
prohibited weapon. Customs and Excise 
officers had intercepted the parcel, which 
also included nazi booklets, one entitled 
The true history of the Holocaust. 

A police search of the Nottingham 
music student’s home produced more 
similar weapons, a BNP membership card 
and 49 BNP pamphlets. His computer had 
images of nazis and weaponry and a 
photograph of Winfield in front of a flag, 
brandishing a weapon. 

While on bail Winfield ordered another 
package, containing a telescopic baton, 13 
racist stickers and two T-shirts bearing the 
slogan “White Pride Worldwide”. 

Winfield, a one-time Nottingham 
organiser for the British People’s Party, the 
party of choice for Britain’s nazi bombers, 
claimed only to be collecting the items and 
had no plans to use the weapons. 
Whatever his intentions, he is just the 
latest of several nazi activists, many 
associated with or members of the BNP, 
who have been convicted on weapons and 
explosives charges. 


Solidarity complaints rejected 
The Trade Union Certification Officer has 


dismissed seven complaints against the 
BNP’s tame trade union, Solidarity. 

The complaints were made by Clive 
Potter, former Solidarity president, and 
three of his associates, and concerned access 
to accounting records and breaches of rules 
relating to elections to the national 
executive, the appointment and removal of 
officers and posts, and the calling of a special 
general meeting. 

They arose from the split in Solidarity in 
2007, 18 months after its formation, which 
resulted in Patrick Harrington, an old 
associate of Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
taking control of the larger part of the union 
and bringing in a number of colleagues from 
his tiny National Liberal Party, formerly 
Third Way. 

Potter, who was a BNP member, soldiered 
on for a while, putting in trade union returns 
and claiming that his version of Solidarity 
was the real one. It now appears to have 
reached the end of the line, especially since 
Harrington bought up Potter's website 
domain name. 


Searchlight 


Every month Searchlight magazine exposes 
idgtouicl@ ace] aimiansigit-lia-lalen-|e)cer-len 
Searchlight is the main source of 

information for anyone who wants 
ikon <ave)yia-] ecole lmr-Kreyaan-lalene)cer-lalki-re 
racism in Britain. 


Searc 


ASIGN OF THE TIMES? 


Want to know what the BNP and their 
friends are up to? Want to know what 


fel=xo) o)(<e-1¢-Me le) lave meoni(e|almey-\ele¢ 
Subscribe to Searchlight 


Subscribe to Searchlight ”°” 


£24 UK individuals £43 Non Europe individuals 
£36 Europe individuals £18 UK concessions* 
£32 UKorganisations £48 All non-UK organisations 


Please start my subscription with the next issue 
(cheques made payable to Searchlight) 


Name 
Address 
Postcode 
Amount £ 
Or pay by standing order 
Please debit my account with the sum of £ 


immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in 
writing. 


Your bank name & address 


Account No Sort Code 


Signature Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, Sort 
Code 40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1EQ) 
PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. 
*Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 

Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our 
subscription list to any outside party. 


Blood and Politics 


Review by Devin Burghart in Seattle 


BLOOD AND POLITICS 


The History of the White Nationalist Movement from the Margins to the Mainstream 


by Leonard Zeskind May 2009 
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STATESIDE, it’s been another long, 
hot, violent summer. On 30 May, a trio 
of anti-immigrant vigilantes allegedly 
carried out the brutal, execution-style 
killing of Raul Flores and his nine- 
year-old daughter Brisenia to fund their 
activities on the Arizona border. 
The next day, a Kansas “Freeman” walked 
into a Wichita church and gunned down 
Dr George Tiller, simply because Tiller 
ran an abortion clinic. In early June, 
another white nationalist walked into the 
US Holocaust Memorial Museum and 
opened fire, killing Stephen T. Johns, a 
black security guard. 

Just in time to help us understand this 
latest round of violence comes Leonard 
Zeskind’s much-anticipated new book, 
Blood and Politics: The History of 
the White Nationalist Movement from the 
Margins to the Mainstream. Nearly thirty 
years in the making, this 645-page book 
provides a trenchant and thoughtful 
history of American white nationalism. 

Regular readers of Searchlight will 
undoubtedly recognise Zeskind’s name. 
His “Stateside” column has been a 
feature in the magazine since the early 
1980s. For new readers, Zeskind is the 
president of the Institute for Research 
and Education on Human Rights. He is 
an internationally recognised expert 
on white nationalism and a longtime 
campaigner for civil and human 


rights. He has testified at a British 
parliamentary subcommittee hearing, 
crisscrossed Europe conducting research 


and speaking to anti-fascist activists, and 
received a MacArthur Foundation 
“Genius” Fellowship. 

Blood and Politics is a remarkable 
accomplishment in both breadth and 
scope. Exhaustively researched, this thor- 
oughly documented history (complete 
with 1,629 footnotes) contains 60 
chapters that chronologically capture the 
transformation of the white supremacist 
movement of the 1970s and 1980s into 
contemporary white nationalism. 

There have been other books that 
investigate particular incidents, indiv- 
iduals, groups or segments of the 
movement, but this is the first major 
attempt to explore American white 
nationalism as a movement. 

Zeskind’s book reads more like a taut 
political thriller than a dense history 
text, with Zeskind taking readers on 
a journey through every important 
movement twist, turn and conflict. 
Though the scholarship is quite 
remarkable, equally impressive is the 
story-telling. Zeskind takes readers 
inside backroom meetings, cow pasture 
Klan rallies, courtroom battles, para- 
military militia training sessions and 
many other locations. 

All the different | movement 
manifestations — white power skinheads, 


Holocaust deniers, neo-Confederates, ~ 


nativists, scientific racists, national 
socialists, antisemites, Christian Patriots, 
Ku Klux Klan members, Christian 
Identity followers, Odinists and many 
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other factions are there. Yet Blood and 
Politics deftly avoids the laundry list 
approach so common in books on 
the subject; instead it centres on the 


movement dynamics, highlighting 
the schism between the “vanguardists”, 
who advocate armed _ revolutionary 


struggle, and the “mainstreamers”, who 
favour the ballot over the bullet. 

Narratively, Blood and Politics lets 
this tension unfold by interweaving the 
stories of the two men who have made 
some of the most substantial 
contributions to the development of 
the contemporary white nationalist 
movement. They started from nearly 
the same spot politically, as members 
of the arch-segregationist Youth for 
Wallace campaign, but took decidedly 
different paths. Willis  Carto, 
the consummate salesman, desired the 
mainstream, while William Pierce, 
the physicist turned professional neo- 
Nazi, was in the vanguard. 

Carto went on to form the Liberty 
Lobby, which at its peak employed 
dozens of staffers in its Washington DC 
offices, had a multimillion dollar budget 
and circulated its tabloid, The Spotlight, 
to hundreds of thousands of subscribers. 
He also founded the Institute for 
Historical Review, arguably the most 
important Holocaust denial outfit, and 
the Populist Party, which attempted to 
create a third political party capable of 
moving racism and antisemitism into 
the mainstream. Looking at the many 
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machinations of Carto, Zeskind deftly 
unravels the tangled web of his legal, 
financial, and organisational dealings. 

Where Carto sought to break into the 
ranks of mainstream conservatives, 
Pierce sought to recruit cadres of 
violent revolutionaries willing to die 
for the cause of Aryan brotherhood. 
Pierce, who died in 2002, is best known 
as the author of The Turner Diaries, 
the race war fantasy that inspired the 
Oklahoma City bomber Tim McVeigh. 

Blood and Politics goes well beyond the 
biographies of Carto and Pierce; it 
comprehensively explores a broad cast of 
characters who occupy places of impor- 
tance on either side of the line dividing 
mainstreamers from vanguardists. 

The book goes beyond the headlines 
to deeply analyse the movement. 
He successfully integrates a sophis- 
ticated understanding of global events 
with unique insight into the American 
dynamics of nationalism and racial 
identity. Zeskind expounds, for 
instance, on how the end of the Cold 
War dichotomy gave way to a new 
struggle, that of nationalism versus 
internationalism, and the results of this 
“geopolitical earthquake” are _ still 
reverberating all around us. 

While exploring the American 
aspects of the movement, Zeskind also 
exposes the movement’s international 
ties. British figures such as John 
Tyndall, Mark Cotterill, and David 


Irving make appearances, as do other 


international notables such as Jean- 
Marie Le Pen and Ernst Ziindel. 

The» three “(members of ithe 
Minuteman American Defense (one an 
Aryan Nations member) arrested for 
the Arizona killings aren't mentioned in 
Blood and Politics, but the Minutemen 
(both the current nativist vigilantes and 
the white supremacist vigilantes of the 
1960s) are there. Zeskind also dissects a 
plethora of movement sources along 
with polling data and public opinion 
research to examine how nativism has 
become the engine driving white 
nationalism towards the mainstream. 

Scott Roeder, the accused killer of 
Dr Tiller, didn’t make the pages of Blood 
and Politics either, but the book is 
essential to understanding him. In the 
mid-1990s, Roeder associated regularly 
with Kansas militiamen and declared 
himself a “sovereign” citizen, exempt 
from the responsibilities of paying taxes 
or driving with a registered licence 
plate. Zeskind takes us inside the 
militias and so-called common law 
courts of the 1990s to unpack their 
rage against the so-called New World 
Order. He also depicts where the 
white nationalist movement intersects, 
and diverges, from violent anti- 
abortion protestors and others in the 
Christian Right. 

Flipping through the impressive 
index at the back of the book, readers 
wont find the name of James von 
Brunn, the man under arrest for the 


killing at the Holocaust Museum. 
They will, however, gain insight into 
what motivated him. The 88-year-old 
von Brunn has been a Holocaust denier 
for nearly four decades, penning 
antisemitic screeds, going to jail for 
trying to arrest members of the Federal 
Reserve, and even serving as a staffer for 
the Institute for Historical Review in 
the 1980s. Willis Carto was actually von 
Brunn’s boss for a time. Blood and 
Politics helps to contextualise the role 
of Holocaust denial in the white 
nationalist movement, examining how 
groups such as IHR which claim to be 
dedicated to idea that the Holocaust 
was a hoax are actually more focused on 
the rehabilitation of National Socialism 
as an acceptable political doctrine. 
Outpourings of violence such as those 
this summer are tragic reminders of one 
side of the threat posed by white 
nationalism, but as Blood and Politics 
shows, they are all-too-often occur- 
rences that vanish from the public’s 
memory almost as soon as they happen. 
This book should serve as a clarion call 
reminding anti-fascists that it’s what we 
do between the killings that really 
matters. As Zeskind notes in the 
preface, “For those of us who hope to 
protect and extend our multiracial 
democracy ... we ignore this white 
nationalist movement at our own peril”. 
If you want to understand the white 
nationalist movement in the United 
States, you need to read this book. ~<a 
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Fascist murder trial resumes 


From Ulyana Bobrova in Moscow 


A ST PETERSBURG COURT began 
its latest round of hearings at the end of 
July in the trial of 14 fascists for the nazi 
murder of Nikolai Girenko (pictured), 
an expert on right-wing extremism who 
was gunned down at his apartment door 
in June 2004. 

The members of the so-called 
Borovikov-Voyevodin gang have now 
been on trial for six months. All 14 had 
previously belonged to the nazi 
bonehead groups Schulz 88 and Mad 
Crowd, from which the Borovikov- 
Voyevodin gang emerged. They are 
charged with inciting hatred, murder 
and unlawful possession of firearms, 
according to Andrei Lavrenko, director 
of the Investigative Committee of the St 
Petersburg Prosecutor General’s Office. 

The charges stem from 13 incidents, 
including eight assaults and seven 
murders, whose victims included 
students from Senegal and North Korea 
and a citizen of Uzbekistan as well as 
the famed ethnographer and human- 
rights activist. 

The gang was named after its 
founders, Dmitry Borovikov and Alexei 
Voyevodin, who created it in 2003 to 
carry out extremist crimes. Members of 


SLOVAKIA: Anti-Roma 


protesters arrested 
Thirty supporters of the far-right 
Slovak Togetherness (SP) organisa- 
tion were arrested in the eastern 
Slovak village of Sarisské Michalany 
on 8 August. Magdaléna Feéova, 
a spokesperson for the Regional 
Police Corps Directorate in Presov, 
said that 27 of them were detained 
for public order offences when 
police dispersed the mob of 200 SP 
supporters after they failed to 
respond an appeal by the village 
mayor Jozef Brendza to leave the 
football ground where they were 
holding a rally. 

The SP had been demonstrating 
against an attack on a white 
pensioner by two Roma teenagers 
from a nearby Roma settlement 
and the murder in March of a 
white shop assistant by a 19-year- 
old Roma. 


the group were arrested in a police raid 
in May 2006, during which Borovikov 
was killed. 

The trial is expected to go on for 
several months. The same goes for the 
trial over the murder of the anarchist, 
environmentalist and anti-fascist Ilya 
Borodaenko by nazi skinheads in 
Angarsk in Siberia at the end of 
July 2007. 

His killing occurred when, in the 
early hours of the morning, a mob 
of right-wing extremists armed with 
baseball bats and knives attacked 
youngsters at an environmentalist camp 
opposing a nearby nuclear plant, 
inflicting serious injuries. 

Since then, 20 of those suspected of 
taking part in the assault have been 
investigated for “hooliganism”. Six have 
been charged with bodily harm and two 
others with bodily harm resulting in 
death. Eleven of the suspects were 
minors at the time of the attack. 

The trial opened in mid-June but was 
suspended after the judge pointed out 
procedural errors made during the 
investigation of two of the minors and 
referred the case back to the public 
prosecutor's office, which rejected the 
judge’s view. 

It not clear when the trial, which 
involves 45 volumes of court 
documents, will resume. Procedural 
issues apart, Nadezhda Sizyh, a human 
rights activist and lawyer for the victims 
of the nazi attack, has criticised the lack 
of consideration of the specific political 
background of the nazi violence and is 
striving to have the assault charges 
classified as hate crimes. 

That this has not happened is par for 
the course for far-right offenders in 
Russia. Most of the accused do not 
bother to deny their affiliation to 
nationalistic groups and even, partly, 
to the hardcore nazi cause. 

There is no doubt that the bonehead 
raid on the environmentalist camp 
was ideologically motivated. Under 
questioning, the skinheads justified 
their actions by claiming that they did 
not agree with the goals of the 
environmentalists. 

Interestingly, one of the accused is the 
son of a senior police officer. This fact 
can be guaranteed to affect the trial and 


prevent classification of the charges as 
hate crimes even though nazi literature 
was found at his home. 


The human rights organisation 
AGORA, which has assisted the 
victims by ensuring that qualified 
lawyers represent them, is doing its best 
to ensure that the underlying issues of 
the case are not buried. Because it falls 
under the jurisdiction of a juvenile court 
— an institution that is only a decade old 
in Russia - AGORA’: experts regard 
the \trial.,as ya test case, for) the 
effectiveness of these courts. 

Twenty trials for violent racist crimes 
have concluded since the beginning of 
the year. There have also been a number 
of trials concerning xenophobic, 
racist and antisemitic propaganda. 
Particularly worthy of mention is the 
case brought against the nationalist and 
antisemitic newspaper Duwe/, in which 
its editor Yuri Muhin was handed a 
two-year suspended sentence for 
publicly inciting criminal offences. 

At the same time, the high level of 
racist activity and violence is not really 
diminishing. According to various data, 
in the first half of 2009 as many as 40 
people were killed because of their non- 
Russian appearance. Most were 
migrants from Tajikistan, Uzbekistan 
and Kyrgyzstan. Migrant workers, many 
now jobless because of the world 
economic crisis, are being made 
scapegoats for the desperate situation in 
which millions of Russians find 


- themselves and are being blamed for 


everything from crime to the declining 
quality of spoken Russian: the sort of 
propaganda that can only lead to further 
racist killings. ~ 
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Relatives mourn over Maria Balogh’s coffin in 
Kisleta, northeast Hungary on 7 August 2009 


MARIA BALOGH was 45. She did 
not know her killers. But they knew her 
or knew as much as they needed to. 
She was a Roma. That was enough. 
The killers also shot her 13-year old 
daughter Ketrin at close range pepper- 
ing her upper body and face with 
gunshot. Ketrin was in a critical but stable 
condition after life saving surgery. 
Her assailant or assailants remain at large. 

The brutal murder in the village 
of Kisleta in northeast Hungary in the 
first week of August was not the first 
and probably will not be the last. 
In February attackers set fire to a house 
in Tararszentgyory and shot dead 
Robert Csorba and his five-year old son 
as they fled the blaze. 

The European Roma Rights Centre 
(ERRC) has documented 39 attacks 
against Roma and their property from 
January 2008 to July 2009. Eight people 
have died in these attacks. Many more 
incidents go unreported according to 
Amnesty International. Many of the 
attacks appear linked. Initial reports 
suggest that the weapon used to kill the 
Ms Balogh had been used in at least two 
previous attacks indicating that the 
same person or people were responsible 
for more than one murder. 

Much of the campaign of terror 
conducted against Hungary’s Roma 
minority has taken place against the 
backdrop of a surge in support for the 
far-right Jobbik party, which is closely 
aligned to the British National Party. 

Jobbik has its own uniformed 


paramilitary wing the Hungarian 
Guard (Magyar Garda), modelled on 
the murderous Hungarian Arrow Cross 
fascist movement. The courts recently 
banned the Hungarian Guard because 
of its intimidation of the Roma. 

Jobbik quickly denied any involve- 
ment in the latest murder and called for 
a “speedy investigation”. Attila Navratil, 
the head of Jobbik’s “national security 
cabinet”, called for “particular attention” 
to be paid to “what political and 
economic interests” might lie behind 
the attack. This would appear to be a 
veiled reference to Jews. 

The day after the killing, the mayor of 
Kisleta reported that he had received an 
anonymous phone call warning him 
that the Hungarian Guard planned to 
send motorcycle “patrols” to the village 
to counter Roma “hostility”. Whether 
or not its members were behind the 
attack Jobbik seems intent on stoking 
up the climate of fear and intimidation. 
Gabor Vona, the leader of Jobbik, 
recently called for the reconstitution 
of the Hungarian Gendarmerie, 
the infamous interwar police force 
responsible for the round-up and de- 
portation of Hungarian Jews and Roma 
to Nazi death camps. 

Jobbik continues to espouse the same 
vehemently antisemitic ideology. 
The day after Ms Balogh’s murder, 
Jobbik held a rally in Budapest outside 
the Hungarian Ministry of Finance to 
protest against an “international 
financial conspiracy” and “gypsy crime”, 


at which Vona, addressing 150 
supporters, advised “international 
bankers ... to leave the country”. 

Three days later Jobbik supporters 
and skinhead thugs went on the 
rampage, attacking a young Roma boy 
and a pregnant woman in the village of 
Veroce, near Budapest, during a festival 
called Magyar Sziget (Hungarian 
Island), which features bands and 
programmes associated with Jobbik. 
The youths were reportedly wearing 
t-shirts with the slogan “White 
Hungary” and, according to one local 
Roma spokesman, “threatened to kill 
every Roma in the village”. 

Jobbik is not alone in seeking to 
provoke and confront. The National 
Socialist Front, a previously unknown 
group, tried to organise a march in 
honour of Rudolf Hess, the late and 
unlamented Nazi war criminal. The 
march was banned following an appeal 
by Prime Minister Gordon Bajnai, who 
has no desire to see his country 
becoming the focus for neo-nazi thugs. 

Nick Griffin, the BNP chairman, who 
addressed a Jobbik rally in Budapest last 
year, offers the party unqualified 
support in the European Parliament, 
decrying the supposed “human rights” 
abuses suffered by Jobbik at the hands 
of the Hungarian police. Such nonsense 
is no doubt easier than admitting that 
the Hungarian far right is fuelling the 
anti-Roma violence and terror which in 
the past year has taken a murderous turn 
for the worse. ~ 
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VB councillor dreams of a FlemishIRA 


By Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet - RésistanceS in Brussels 


THE DECREASING popularity of 
the far-right Flemish Interest (VB - 
Vlaams Belang) and its lack of any 
positive perspectives are pushing some 
of its frustrated nationalist hardliners to 
develop more radical “strategies” to turn 
their dreams of Flemish independence 
into reality. 

The creation of a Flemish state is, in 
their minds, the cure to all “Belgian 
diseases”. Janice Laureyssens, a VB 
councillor in the Antwerp district of 
Borgerhout, a traditional party 
stronghold, expressed her disgust with 
Belgian politics recently by stating on 
her personal blog that “something must 
happen” to achieve Flemish 
independence. “Sometimes I hope that 
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STATE PROSECUTORS in Saarbriicken 
have charged Udo Pastors, a leading 
member of the 7,000-strong nazi 
National Democratic Party (NPD), 
with inciting racial hatred by calling 
Germany a “Jews’ republic” and 
attacking Turks in a speech earlier 
this year. 

Pastors) 56) 1s 


the NPD’s 


parliamentary leader in the eastern 
state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, 
where the party has held seats in 
the regional parliament since 2006. 


an IRA-like organisation will arise, less 
violent than the IRA but frightening 
enough to scare others so that things 
get done in the quickest way possible,” 
she declared. 

The last time a paramilitary group — 
the now defunct and outlawed nazi 
Flemish Militant Order (VMO) - 
stood up for Flemish independence, 
most of its members were convicted for 
belonging to a private militia, violence 
and other criminal acts. Some of them 
ended up behind bars for years. 

“Flemish IRA” or not, the VB has been 
trying in vain to make a new start after its 
catastrophic results in the European and 
regional elections in June. The party’s 
leadership has been focussing more 
heavily on immigration but 
concedes that it is very hard to 
spark new enthusiasm after 
decades of electoral success. 


On 29 July the VB 
organised a demonstration 
against the so-called Saint 
Alexius agreement, which 
seeks to “regularise” some 
categories of illegal 
immigrants in Belgium. 


Despite the presence of Filip 
Dewinter, a party icon, the 
much trumpeted “national 
demonstration” turned out a 
spectacular flop with barely 50 
party activists — the VB 
claimed 100 — showing up to 
hear Dewinter vent his fury at 


Leading NPD man charged 


The Saarbriicken charges followed 
his speech at an NPD rally in the city 
on 25 February when, in an address 
that has been broadcast on 
television and on the internet, he 
labelled Germany a Judenrepublik 
and described it as a tool of “USrael’. 

In the same speech, he described 
Turks, Germany's biggest ethnic 
minority, as “semen cannons” who 
were overwhelming the country 
with their offspring. 

Bernd Meiners, a spokesman for 


the federal government and _ its 
supposed open doors policy. 

The far right in Wallonia is faring no 
better. On 16 July the European Court 
of Human Rights confirmed the 
conviction, for racism, of Daniel Féret, 
the former leader of the Belgian 
National Front (FN). 

The court, consisting of seven judges, 
ruled that the actions of the Belgian 
justice authorities had not violated 
Article 10 of the European Convention 
on Human Rights, which protects 
freedom of expression. 

Féret, politically dead since his party 
rivals toppled him two years ago, had 
been convicted in April 2006 for 
distributing racist leaflets and posters 
during electoral campaigns in 1999 and 
2000. The prosecution took so long 
because Féret first had to be stripped of 
his parliamentary immunity. 

The court of appeal in Brussels 
sentenced Féret to 250 hours of 
community service in an office that 
works for integration of immigrants. 
It also declared him ineligible to stand 
for public office for ten years. 

Féret considered the declaration of 
ineligibility an intolerable restriction 
on his right to freedom of speech and 
to present propaganda portraying 
immigrants and asylum-seekers as 
dangerous idiots robbing the Belgian 
social welfare system. The ECHR 
upheld the decision by four votes 
to three. ~= 


the state prosecutors’ office in 
Saarbruicken, said that, if convicted, 
Pastors could face up to four years in 
prison. Earlier this year, a court 
handed a suspended jail sentence to 
Udo Voigt, the leader of the NPD, for 
inciting racial hatred. 

Meanwhile, a German federal 
court has upheld the conviction for 


- Holocaust denial of Horst Mahler, 


the former left-wing terrorist turned 
nazi, and confirmed his six-year 
jail sentence. 


NPD set to prevailin DVU split 


From Jens Breuer for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net in Hanover 


GERMANY’S TWO MAIN extreme- 
right parties, the National Democratic 
Party (NPD) and the German Peoples 
Union (DVU), have experienced mixed 
results in this bumper election year. 

In January, the far right flopped in 
elections to the regional parliament 
in Hessen. In the European elections 
on 7 June only the DVU stood, 
following an agreement with the 
NPD, but failed again. On the same 
day, however, the NPD made big gains 
in local elections in three of its 
strongholds in eastern Germany — 
Saxony, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
and Sachsen-Anhalt — increasing its 
total of seats to 176 compared with 
37 before the election. 

The contrasting results of 7 June put 
an already tense relationship between 
the two far-right parties under further 
strain. The optimistic mood of four 
years ago, when the two parties formed 
the so-called “Deutschland Pakt” to 
avoid fielding candidates against each 
other in the same elections, has 
evaporated and the NPD has now 
walked away from the agreement. 

As aresult, the NPD will run alone in 
the elections to the federal parliament, 
the Bundestag, and to the Brandenburg 
regional parliament on 27 September 
after honouring the pact for the last 
time in elections to the regional 
parliaments of Thiiringen, Saxony and 
Saarland on 30 August. 

The NPD’s decision to go it alone in 
Brandenburg presents a big challenge to 
the DVU, which has held seats there 
since 1999. At present it seems likely 
that the NPD will fare better than the 
DVU. The NPD is working from a 
strategy, adopted a decade ago, of 
building its support from the municipal 
level upwards and now holds more than 
200 town hall and county council seats 
across Germany. However, even if the 
NPD wins more votes than the DVU in 
Brandenburg, the split in the far-right 
vote is likely to leave both parties with 
nothing. This would be a major blow to 
the DVU, 25 of whose 40 municipal 
seats are in Brandenburg. 

In the Bundestag election, the DVU 
and the NPD will present separate lists 
and have little chance of crossing the 
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Michael Regener of Die Lunikoff Verschwérung plays a gig at a Rock for Germany 


festival in Gera 


5% hurdle needed to win any of the 
598 parliamentary seats. 

The NPD’s electoral hopes will be 
focussed on winning re-election to the 
regional parliament in Saxony, where 
the party took 9.2% of the vote in 2004, 
and in Thiiringen, where its support is 
hovering just below the 5% threshold. 
In both regions it will be a photo finish if 
current opinion polls are to be believed. 

So far in Thiiringen the financially 
bankrupt NPD has been able to lay its 
hands on enough money to spend 
€160,000 (£136,000) on 40,000 posters, 
a million newspaper-format leaflets, 
800,000 smaller leaflets and a further 
50,000 leaflets aimed at young and first- 
time voters. The party also plans to 
distribute 10,000 copies of a special 
White Power music CD at school gates 
across the region. 

The NPD is concentrating very hard 
on campaigning among young people 
and has organised a number of open-air 
rock festivals, most recently on 11 July 
in Gera. These events usually attract 
500 to 800 people, lured by a mixture of 
rabble-rousing speeches by leading 


nazis and the shouting and screaming of 
White Power bands, but this one was 
attended by more than 5,000 nazis, 
some of whom had travelled more than 
300 miles to get there. 

The high turnout might be attributable 
to the fact that the NPD enlisted the 
band Die Lunikoff Verschwérung 
(The Lunikoff Conspiracy), named after 
the nickname of the hate music singer 
and convicted criminal Michael Regener, 
whose former band, Landser, has been 
outlawed. Regener’s new band headed a 
bill that included Brainwash, Sleipnir 
and Blitzkrieg. 

The political input for the day came 
from several NPD regional activists, 
Frank Schwerdt, the party’s lead 
candidate in Thiiringen, and the less- 
than-undisputed national party leader 
Udo Voigt. It is a measure of the 
attention the NPD is paying to winning 
youth support that it was Regener and 
his band who concluded the day’s 
events, their grand entrance winning 
massive applause and demonstrating 
that the concert had achieved its 
objective. ~a 
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Predicting the past again in vogue 


By Mara Viadimirova for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Dimitri Medvedev 
has set up a commission to “defend 
Russia against falsifiers of history and 
those who would deny the Soviet 
contribution to victory in World War II’. 

The background to the establishment 
of the Historical Truth Commission 
(HTC) was explained by the claim that 
celebrations of the 65th anniversary of 
Victory Day, commemorating the 
defeat of Nazism, were taking place in“a 
difficult geopolitical atmosphere 
because of the fact that some Soviet 
republics no longer celebrate the day 
any more and even try to present 
history in a different light”. 

Medvedev's_ chief-of-staff, Sergei 
Naryshkin, heads the HTC with other 
members drawn from the Ministry of 
Interior Affairs, the Federal Secret 
Service, the Ministry of Justice and 
the Ministry of Culture. There are also 
current and former members of the 
Russian parliament, the State Duma, 
such as the nationalist politician 
Natalia Narochnitskaya, the scientist 
Sergei Markov and army officers such 
as General Nikolai Makarov. Only six 
of the commission’s 28 members 
are historians. 

The body will have a very wide 


policy remit and has been empowered 
to launch investigations, examine 
documents and subpoena expert and 
government witnesses in cases of 
alleged falsification. 

Immediately its formation was 
announced, the commission became a 
topic of animated public discussion 
about its projected role and the 
political agenda behind it. It has been 
known for some time, for example, 
that the ruling United Russia party has 
been drafting legislation that would 
make attempts to rehabilitate Nazism 
punishable with jail terms of up to five 
years. In mid-May, the Duma started 
debating such legislation. 

Publicity about the HTC also caused 
a shock wave in some former Soviet 
republics and former Soviet bloc 
countries. Days after its formation, a 
long article appeared on the Russian 
Defence Ministry's website accusing 
Poland of triggering the Second World 
War by refusing to meet Hitler's 
demands to annex what was then 
the “free city” of Danzig (Gdansk) 
and allow the construction of an 
extraterritorial motorway and a 
railway connecting East Prussia with 
the rest of Germany. In response, Piotr 


Paszkowski, a Polish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, demanded an explana- 
tion from Russia, saying that “exotic 
interpretations of history sometimes 
appear there”. 

Considerable friction and sensitivity 
between the two countries still 
surrounds the massacre of almost 
22,000 Polish army officers by the 
Soviet NKVD secret police in Katyn 
in 1940. 

The Baltic republics of Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia also have 
perhaps less reasonable issues with 
Russian history, accusing Russia of the 
genocide of their populations in 1930- 
1940. Most Baltic people view the Red 
Army more as an invader than a 
liberator. Russia rejects these 
accusations from the Baltic states, all of 
which furnished volunteers for Hitler's 
murderous Waffen SS and_ police 
battalions and committed atrocities 
against the Jews, and reproaches them 
for revisionism and attempting to 
rehabilitate fascism. 

In Ukraine, historians and politicians 
depict the widespread famines of the 
early 1930s as a genocidal act, a claim 
that Russia counters with the assertion 
that Russians also died from starvation 


Freedom Party’s summer inquisition 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


GEEERT WILDERS’S right-wing 
populist Party of Freedom (PVV) has 
been grabbing the headlines and 
dominating the political debate 
during the summer, sometimes even 
without saying anything of note. 

In the last week of July, Sietse 
Fritsma, a PVV MP and former 
Immigration Bureau employee, sent 
almost all Dutch government 
ministries a total of 79 questions on 
the costs and benefits of non-Western 
immigrants to the state. 

This pressure followed a debate a 
month earlier with the Minister of 
Integration, Eberhard van der Laan, 
in which Fritsma claimed that non- 
Western immigrants would cost €100 


billion (485 billion) due to the extra 
demand on social welfare benefits. 

Now the PVV is pestering the tax 
service to ascertain how much less tax 
immigrants pay because they are 
unemployed or in low-paid work. 
Similarly, the Education Ministry is 
asked to detail how much is spent on 
immigrant pupils because, according 
to the PVV, they have the highest rate 
of school non-attendance. The PVV 
also wants to recalculate the costs of 
the extra pressure on health care 
because, it claims, immigrants visit 
their doctors more often and have 
more health problems because 
children are born from marriages 
between family members. 


The inquisition even extends to the 
Justice Department, which has been 
asked to provide information on the 
costs of court cases and legal aid, 
while the Housing Ministry has to 
come up with the costs of social 
housing for immigrants. 

The PVV wants figures on the costs 
and benefits of immigrants to the 
Netherlands over the past five years 
and a projection of what they will cost 
and contribute to the economy over 
the next five years. By branding 
ethnically non-Dutch people a 


‘burden to society in this way, the 


PVV is adding another racist medal 
to its already impressively shameful 
collection. 


President Dimitri Medvedev, 

whose Hisorical Truth 

Commission will investigate 
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in both Ukraine and other parts of the 
Soviet Union. 

To say these issues are controversial 
is an understatement, as is the way in 
which the Russian state tries to forget 
or obscure the consequences of the 
non-aggression pact of August 1939 
between Nazi Germany and the Soviet 
Union and the joint parades by Nazi 
and Soviet troops at the time. 

Narochnitskaya, one of the 
historians in the commission, argues 
against the perception by Western 
researchers, mostly German and 
French, of the Second World War as a 
battle between two _ totalitarian 
monsters, the Third Reich and the 
USSR, for world domination. Such a 
view, she argues, shows Russia as part 
of an empire of evil and throws into 
doubt the “victory over fascism won 
by Soviet heroes”, 

The reassertion that it was the 
Russians who won the war does not 
make the country’s neighbours and 
former Warsaw Pact partners sleep 
more easily. 

The propagandist image of the 
Soviet soldier as the hero, the fearless 
knight and the liberator of Europe was 
revived in the 1960s under Soviet 
president Leonid Brezhnev who even 
wrote a book about his own heroic 
struggle as a frontline Red Army 
soldier. Faced with the slow corrosion 
of the Soviet regime, Brezhnev needed 
a concept that could consolidate the 
nation. The victory in the war, which 
for most Russians is still the Great 
Patriotic War, was the best and 
strongest symbol available to embody 
what he was looking for. 

In part, this is why it is so difficult for 
many Russians to look objectively at 
documents that reveal unpalatable 
facts such as the mass rape of German 


women by Soviet soldiers and the 
imprisonment of non-fascist political 
opponents in former Nazi concen- 
tration camps. 

Arseny Roghinsky, president of the 
human rights organisation Memorial, 
thinks that no state commission 
can convince the Baltic people and 
Poles, for example, that the Red Army 
came to their countries as liberators 
and that, for the purpose of historical 
truth, the best way is simply to 
open the archives fully to historians 
and researchers. 

Some Russian historians too are 
sceptical and think Medvedev’s 
commission has been created not 
to correct historical errors of fact by 
other states but rather to limit the 
academic and _ intellectual freedom 
of researchers and journalists in 
Russia itself. 

According to the new laws under 
discussion, it will be illegal to 
make negative comment about the 
Nuremberg Trials, in which the top 
Nazis were convicted, or to make 
positive reference to enemies of 
the Red Army such as Stepan 
Bandera’'s Ukrainian nationalist guer- 
rillas and Lithuanian, Estonian and 
Latvian opponents. 

This law presents an undoubted 
danger to freedom of expression and 
historical research. Worse, it is nakedly 
contradicted by the ease with which 
one can obtain Russian-published 
works by Hitler and other Nazi leaders 
as_ well as by Mussolini and 
contemporary European and US 
fascist historians and revisionists 
such Jurgen Graf and David Irving. 
While access to real documents that 
would blow these people out of the 
water is blocked, there is a glut 
of misinformation and _falsifications 


made available for popular 
sumption by trashy publishers. 

As present, an air of unreality 
surrounds the “debate” about the 
commission and the proposed new 
laws. In one case, the antisemitic Victor 
Suvorov (aka Rezun), author of the 
scandalous and undocumented book 
The Icebreaker, has been accused of 
falsifying the history of the Second 
World War by claiming that the war 
was the consequence of Stalin's 
politics in the 1930s. His premise 
is wrong but his interpretation is 
based on commonly accepted facts. 
Thus, thinks Nikita Petrov, an active 
member of Memorial who himself 
spends a lot of time in the archives, he 
cannot be a “falsifier”. 

According to Petrov, it is necessary 
to separate the intentional changing 
of facts and the interpretation of facts. 

The saddest aspect of the current 
debate is that even today the Russian 
state and probably most of the nation 
are still not ready to look unflinchingly 
at the horrific mistakes committed in 
the past and to draw honest lessons 
from them. 

In the unstable present, Russians are 
looking again for inspiration from the 
glories of the past. Sixty years ago, 
their country smashed fascism and 
this should be enough to make them 
feel proud of being born Russian, 
thinks the sociologist Boris Dubin, 
hinting at the belief that everyone can 
rally behind the victory of 1945. 

The Russian state has cottoned onto 
this and is trying feverishly to keep 
strong feeling about the heroic Great 
Patriotic War alive with annual giant 
military parades on Red Square as well 
as in school textbooks. The vexed 
matter of Stalin is being posed in a 
new way: Stalin was cruel, but could 
the USSR have won the war without 
his cruelty? 

And so the new issue is raised of who 
are the falsifiers: historians who 
genuinely try to reconstruct a true 
picture of the past based on all 
available documentary evidence or an 
all-powerful state intent on drawing 
its own image of the past in a country 
where, it was once joked, “the future is 
certain and it is only the past that 
is unpredictable”? 

Concentration of “knowledge” in 
the hands of licensed historians as 
envisaged by Medvedev's commis- 
sion and the proposed new laws 
will only throw genuine historians 
into the same box as real falsifiers 
like Irving. ~<q 
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MOLDOVA 
xtremists 
interfere in 
political 
turmoil 


From a special 
correspondentin Chisinau 


ELECTIONS IN EUROPE’S poorest 
country, Moldova, at the end of July 
have brought changes to the political 
landscape and deepened the turmoil 
present since the heavily disputed re- 
election of a Com-munist government 
on 5 April was met with widespread 
rioting by pro-Romanian hooligans in 
the capital Chisinau. 

The Communist Party lost both 
votes and seats in the latest election. 
Although it still won a majority of 
the votes cast, it lost 12 seats, leaving 
it with 48 MPs in the 101-seat 
parliament. 

The result is a hung parliament in 
which the centrist Democratic Party, 
led by the charismatic Marian Lupu, 
holds the balance with 13. seats. 
Lupu defected from the Communist 
Party after the April election and could 
well decide the shape of the next 
Moldovan government. 

Parliament must now elect a new 
president. The previous president 
Vladimir Voronin, a Communist, 
held the post for the maximum two 
terms but a presidential election 
after April was blocked by the right- 
wing opposition, which accused 
the Communists of rigging the 
April election. 

July's election leaves Moldovan 
society polarised and the political 
situation very unstable. It is also very 
complicated. The Western media 
simplistically emphasises that the 
Communists veer towards Russia and 
the right-wing opposition parties - 
the Liberals, the Liberal Democratic 
Party and the “Our Moldova’ Alliance - 
support the European Union. 

It is not like that at all and incredibly 
there is little consideration of the role 
of neighbouring Romania and _ its 
persistent interference in Moldovan 
affairs. The mainstream media in 


Moldova, including the newspapers 
Timpul, Ziarul de Garda and Literatura 
si Arta, are bought and paid for by 
Romania, as are even some non- 
governmental organisations, under 
the Romanian state's “Romanians from 
everywhere” programme. Before the 
July election, a group of Moldovan 
journalists and NGOs met the 
Romanian president Traian Basescu to 
discuss possible outcomes. 

Romania, of which Moldova was a 
part during the interwar period, has 
never accepted Moldova's right to 
statehood - first established in 1359 - 
as a distinct political and ethnic entity. 
Nor is it willing to concede that 
Moldova's historical path has been 
different from its own and _ that 
Moldovans were not party to the 
development of modern Romanian 
identity. Moldova has always been on 
the crossroads and borderlands of 
different cultures and civilisations and 
its own identity is derived from the 
ethnically mixed composition of its 
population, something that pan- 
Romanian propaganda fiercely rejects. 

Also in the picture is an even bigger 
neighbour, Russia, with which 
relations are more complex, linked as 
they are with the unresolved conflict 
in Trans-Dniester, a post-Soviet 


breakaway republic bordering Ukraine - 


mostly inhabited by Russians and 
Ukrainians with a large minority of 
ethnic Moldovans. 


Just as the Romanian right and far 
right have been enthusiastically poking 
their fingers into the Moldovan political 
mixture, so have Russian would-be 
geopolitical experts, nationalists and 


far-right theorists put forward 
proposals aimed at benefiting Russia 
(and Romania) at Moldova's expense. 

In 2004, Stanislav Belkovsky, a 
director of Russia’s National Strategy 
Institute, came up with a plan for 
the unification of Moldova with 
Romania and the recognition of 
Trans-Dniester as an independent 
state, probably later to be unified 
with Russia. Belkovsky’s proposals 
attracted support from Transdniestran 
politicians and activists and from 
some individuals in the government of 
Vladimir Putin, who was then the 
president of Russia. 

They included Modest Kolerov, head 
of Putin’s inter-regional relations set- 
up and now chief editor of Russia's 
Regnum Information Agency, which 
has an office in  Trans-Dniester. 
Regnum’s presence in the enclave has 
been established with the backing 
of the pro-Putin, pro-Russian youth 
outfit, Breakthrough. As well as sup- 
porting union with Russia, it is bitterly 
opposed to the Moldovan Communist 
Party and to Voronin. 

Breakthrough’s main ideologue is 
Dmitri Soin, an officer in the MGB, the 
Transdniestrian security service, who 
was involved in the establishment of a 


branch of Alexander Barkashov's 
hardcore nazi Russian National Unity 
organisation there some years ago. 
He is also said to have coordinated 
the activities of the Russian far- 
right National Bolsheviks in the region. 
Soin has not renounced his far-right 
proclivities and actively cooperates 
with the Centre for Conservative 
Studies at Moscow University’s 
Department of Sociology. The Centre 
is run by the leading Russian right- 
wing extremist Alexander Dugin. 
Soin has also been a representative of 
Belkovsky’s National Strategy Institute 
in Trans-Dniester in the past. 

Not surprisingly, | Breakrough’'s 
unofficial website tiras.ru also publishes 
articles by the French fascist Alain de 
Benoist, so-called “philosopher” of 
the New Right, and supporters of the 
Moscow-based far-right = Eurasian 
movement, including Natalia Vitrenko, 
the leader of the pro-Russian 
Progressive Socialist Party in Ukraine. 

Kolerov travels widely to promote 
his agenda of urging Russian 
hegemony over neighbouring 
regions. He supported Dugin’s ally 
Ivan Burgudzhi, who has a conviction 
in Moldova for trying to organise a 
pro-Russian coup in Moldova's 
autonomous Gagauz-Yeri region, 
probably to organise a separatist 
enclave. Burgudzhi is now based in 
Trans-Dniester and writes extensively 
for tiras.ru. 

On 30 July Kolerov was barred from 


Protesters riot in Chisinau after the 2009 
Parliamentary election 

Photo: http://commons.wikimedia.org/ 
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entering Lithuania despite having 
a valid visa and it has emerged that 
he is persona non grata in Estonia. 
Although no explanations have been 
given, it is widely believed that the 
bans are the result of Kolerov's 
activities destabilising relationships 
between Russia and the Baltic states. 

According to the newspaper 
Nezavisimaya Moldova (Independent 
Moldova), Kolerov backed the “Our 
Moldova” bloc in the 2005 elections, 
which was supported by Russia. 
Relations between Russia and 
Moldova deteriorated rapidly when 
Voronin refused to accept Russian 
draft proposals for the federalisation 
of Moldova in 2003. The presence of 
Kolerov as Regnum’s editor-in-chief 
and his establishment, together with 
Evgenii Sholar, Regnum’s Moldovan 
correspondent and a former Russian 
National Bolshevik, of a new organisa- 
tion called New Moldova will not 
improve matters. 

Kolerov’s latest project is aimed at 
whipping up the Russian-speaking 
population in Moldova against 
Voronin and the Communist Party and 
encouraging them to view Moldovan 
unification with Romania as a step 
towards EU membership. This stance is 
heavily backed by Dugin’s influential 
Moscow-based Eurasian Movement, 
which draws its inspiration from 
historical national-conservatives such 
as Moeller van den _ Bruck, 


contemporary fascists such as Jean 
Thiriart and rabid antisemites of 
the past such as the Grand Mufti 
of Jerusalem. 

Regnum and New Moldova have 
been hard at work opposing what 
they call the “Communist dictatorship” 
in Moldova and have begun a massive 
Twitter campaign claiming alleged 
violations of human rights. In par- 
ticular, they criticise Moldova as a 
failed state with special reference to 
Trans-Dniester. After the post-election 
riots in Chisinau in April, Kolerov let 
the cat out of the bag by saying that 
Russia should recognise  Trans- 
Dniester as Moldova will soon be 
united with Romania. In other words, 
Russia gets Trans-Dniester and 
Romania will ensure Moldova's 
disappearance from the map. 

Between them Kolerov and the 
Eurasian Movement continue to push 
their plans to carve up Moldova even 
to the extent of publicly backing the 
Liberal Party, which keenly advocates 
Moldova's absorption by Romania, 
and by claiming - to convince Russian- 
speaking Moldovans - that the 
Moldovan Communist Party, which 
stands for an independent and 
multicultural Moldova, is motivated by 
hatred of Russia. 

While the Western media applaud 
so-called “pro-democracy” rioters in 
Moldova, they blissfully ignore the fact 
that the forces inciting opposition to 
the country’s democratically elected 
former government are deeply anti- 
democratic and sustained by some of 
the most rabid right-wing extremists 
on the European continent. ~ 


CZECH REPUBLIC: “Nazis no threat” 


A CZECH EXTREMISM expert has claimed that hardcore nazis in the 
Czech Republic are far weaker than last autumn when they began systematic 
anti-Roma protests that led to clashes with the police. Jan Charvat put the 
number of key Czech nazi activists at around 20 and criticises politicians and 
the media for overestimating the problem, pointing out that the nazis are no 
threat to the Czech political system at present. “They can by no means seize 
power or even try to do so in any way,” he added. 

Charvat’s comments have been echoed by Ondrej Cakl, from the Tolerance 
and Civic Society association, who says extremist events throughout 
the country are attended by the same people from National Resistance, the 
Workers’ Party and the Autonomous Nationalists. 

Cakl added that Czech nazis have not been able to profit from the anti- 
Roma march through the Janov housing estate in Litvinov in November 2008, 
which “was the biggest far-right demonstration since 1989” with as many as 
900 extremists and 200 to 300 local people:taking part. He also noted that only 
400 right-wing extremists joined a march through Prerov, in northern 
Moravia, in April. The organisers had expected 600 to 800 people. 


International 


\LY Released terrorists 


maintain silence over P2 links 


By Alfio Bernabei 


Two fascist terrorists responsible for the 
killings of 93 people in the early 1980s 
were photographed last month as they 
packed their suitcases into the back of a 
car ready to join the throng of 
holidaymakers. 

They had every reason to smile. 
Valerio Fioravanti, 51, and Francesca 
Mambro, 50, are now free to go to the 
beach, having spent just two months in 
jail for each of their victims. Neofascists 
saluted their newly found freedom 
with jubilant messages on the internet. 
A horrified antifascist noted on his 
blog: “The couple are being treated like 
a living myth”. 

Given the tendency of most Italian 
media to re-legitimise fascism as a 
benign force, the two murderers will go 
on smiling for the foreseeable future, 
moving from one television chat show 
to another, telling and retelling their 
“truth”. Chillingly unrepentant, they 
will continue to justify their crimes as 
part of a right to choose one’s 
existentialist path within a historical 
context. Their words. The book market 
has already opened its doors to them. 
There will be films. Their accomplice, 
Luigi Ciavardini, sentenced to 36 years, 
is on day release. 

Fioravanti was convicted for the 
explosion at Bologna Railway Station in 
1980 that killed 85 people and was 
sentenced to ten life terms plus 250 
years. He pleaded guilty to seven 
murders and several robberies but has 
denied his involvement in this massacre. 
He served 27 years in prison, the last 
nine working outside its walls. His full 
release last month is said to have taken 
place under the provisions for good 
conduct. Mambro was convicted to nine 
life terms plus 84 years and eight 
months. She served 26 years, 16 of them 
in jail. She too denied being implicated 
in the Bologna massacre in spite of the 
guilty verdict of the Corte di 
Cassazione, Italy’s highest court. 

Apart from their lack of repentance, 
what is striking about the two killers is 
their reticence in explaining their links 
to the P2 Masonic Lodge, a subversive 
organisation of which the current Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi was a 


member. The leader of P2, Licio Gelli, 


Welcomed by fascists: Francesca Mambro and Valerio Fioravanti 


a black shirt under Mussolini, was also 
sentenced to a prison term for the 
Bologna massacre. He too lives as a free 
man, in his Tuscan villa, eyeing perhaps 
the invitation he received to attend 
President Reagan's inaugural ball at the 
White House. 

What also remains unclear is the link 
between Fioravanti’s and Mambro’s 
terrorist organisation, the Armed 
Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR) and 
Roberto Fiore’s Third Position, as well 
as the reason for the bloody feud that 
developed between them. A few weeks 
after the Bologna massacre, a leading 
figure in the Third Position, Francesco 
Mangiameli, was killed by Mambro and 
Fioravanti because he knew too much. 
Fiore, very close to Mangiameli and 
being sought at the time for questioning 
about the NAR’s links with two Italian 
intelligence officers, fled to London 
where he remained as a fugitive from 
justice. He never served the prison 
sentence he subsequently received in 
absentia for belonging to an armed gang 
and subversive organisation. Asked as 
recently as last year about the activity of 
Third Position, he described it as part 
of a romantic search for truth with 
“positive” aspects, using the same 
existentialist justification claimed by 
Fioravanti and Mambro. 

The language of subterfuge fits very 
well with the current climate of fascist 


revisionism that goes hand in hand - 


with the Berlusconi government’s 
implementation of what is essentially 
Gelli’s P2 plan for a rightwing coup. 
The plan, drawn up in 1976 with the 


title Piano di Rinascita Democratica, was 
seized by police at Rome Fiumicino 
airport in 1982. It was hidden in the 
suitcase of Gelli’s daughter. Berlusconi’s 
party, inclusive of Gianfranco Fini’s 
neofascist National Alliance and 
assisted by the racist scare tactics of 
Lega Nord, is doing the lion’s share 
of this “democratic” transformation. 
But Fiore wants to play his part too, 
even if his own party, Forza Nuova 
(New Force), has only 150,000 
supporters (0.6% of the national vote at 
the recent European election) and lost 
the European Parliament seat he 
inherited from Alessandra Mussolini. 
Fiore is about to embark on a full scale 
reorganisation of Forza Nuova, putting 
more emphasis on “culture”, “media 
work” and propaganda. Perhaps he has 
learned a thing or two from Berlusconi. 

In the meantime, legal threats have 
forced Wikipedia to remove his entry in 
the Italian version. The caption reads, 
“This page has been blocked as a 
precaution due to the threat of legal 
action’. The English version appears 
amputated, but is in flux. It says that 
Fiore spent much of the 1980s in the 
UK but does not explain why. Nor is 
there any reference to his prison 
sentence, although his conviction was 
recently added. He was simply 
described as “an Italian politician’, but 
this has recently been amended to “an 
Italian neo-fascist politician”. Perhaps 
when Fioravanti and Mambro return 
from their holidays they will also 
proceed to have their entries removed 
or changed. ~=a 
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Jack Jones: International Brigader, trade union leader, pensioners’ campaigner. 
A lifetime committed to the values of collectivism. Salud Jack! 


Jack was the political commissar of the Major Attlee Company in the Spanish Civil War. 
Our shirt celebrates the memory of Jack Jones and the anti-fascist legacy of all his 
fellow international brigaders. No Pasaran! 


100% cotton, profits help fund the International Brigades Memorial Trust. Available from www.philosophyfootball.com 
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The HOPE not hate campaign is Britain's 
leading anti-fascist organisation. In the 
recent European elections it mobilised 
thousands of activists and distributed 3.4 
million newspapers and leaflets. 

Over 120,000 people, that’s one in 450 
adults in Britain, have taken part in some 
form of activity for HOPE not hate. 


Although the BNP now has two MEPs it is widely 
accepted that the election results could have been far 
worse had it not been for our campaign. 


INTo\WVAW om alctexe KO Msic-] aXe Ke) ce]-]a] om (0) 0740010 @)(-10n Boe) 
council wards, in many parts of the country, are at risk 
in next year’s local elections and there is a real fear that 
iaavons)\ perele] (OM t=] Comoe ]aleco me) mey-1a.diarem-laremBy-\el-alalclan 
council, as well as pose a serious threat in the two 
parliamentary seats covering that area. 
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this requires money. That is why we have set up 
Friends of Searchlight. For just a few pounds every 
month you can enable us to build the infrastructure 
that is necessary to defeat the BNP. 


Your support will allow us to: 
@ Hire HOPE not hate organisers in the key regions. 
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Britain's biggest and most effective new media 
operation. 


M Establish an Organisers Academy, which will train 
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| Hm@iccr-]cce-Mar-]tle)ar-]keyall laren elalelatem oy-]al asentarele 
HnH supporters, wherever they 
are in the country, can help 
identify and turn out the anti- 
BNP vote in key areas. 


| aul aren (olers|mlatcli(alecmclare| 
campaigns in the 130 council 
wards at risk. 


M Runa professional general 
election campaign in Barking, 
Dy-Yelclalarelaamcanyelialarclaanclale 
the three constituencies in 
Stoke-on-Trent. 
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BecomeaFriendof -;% 
ee Searchlightandsupport 
=~ ~theHOPEnothate campaign 


With a regular contribution 
you can help stop the BNP. 


Please complete the details on this form and return 
it to: Friends of Searchlight 


PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 OHE 


Address 


Email 
ETT 


| would like to make a monthly gift of 
(please tick one box): 


= ff 8 
Es oe | Other (please specify amount) 


to Searchlight Fighting Fund each month until 
further notice and debit my account number 


TLL 


sort code 


te 


starting immediately, or on 


BD OD aaa 


(delete as appropriate) 


To: Manager (please give your bank name and 
branch address) 


Bank name 
Address 
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ighteen teams in two age 

groups battled it out for the 

second year to be the GMB 
HOPE Not Hate Cup winners at the 
Dagenham Town Show in July. 
School teams, youth clubs and 
youth projects from across the 
borough received materials from the 
GMB, Show Racism The Red Card, 
Philosophy Football and Kick it Out, 
but it was teams from Eastbrook 
School in the under-14 and under- 
16 age groups who took the 
trophies away, beating last year’s 
winners in their respective finals. 

Louis Chakravarthi and Brendan 

Andrews, who organised the day 
for the GMB, felt it was a 


